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PREFACE.

————

Tue following work is intended to form a summary and
popular account of India, and its various inhabitants, adapted
principally for the perusal of those who have never visited that
quarter of the world, and whose leisure has not admitted of
their examining the numerous volumes through which the
local descriptions are dispersed. Formerly the unceasing
changes among the native powers, the vicissitudes of their
politics, and the perpetual fluctuation of their boundaries,
rendered the most accurate account that could be given, only
suited to the particular period in which it was written; but
since the establishment of the British federal system in 1818,
the tranquillity of Hindostan has been rarely disturbed by war,
and its territorial mutation quite insignificant. The dominions
of several native chiefs continue still perplexed and intermingled,
and the extent of their respective jurisdictions ill defined, but
these obstacles are not of sufficient weight to preclude an
attempt to class the whole alphabetically.

With respect to India beyond the Ganges, the unexpected
result of the late Burmese war, begun about a small muddy
island in the bay of Bengal, and concluded with the complete
establishment of British predominance in that remote quarter,
has been the acquisition of much valuable information regarding
the condition of its interior, hitherto a region of speculation
and conjecture. In the Eastern Archipelago no change of any
importance has taken place since the publication of the first -
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edition of this work in 1815, . with exception of the interchange
of some colonies with the Dutch in 1825, but owing to the tem-
porary government of many islands by British functionaries
much accurate knowledge, both geographical and statistical, has
been since acquired.

To form a geographical basis, Mr. Arrowsmith’s six sheet
map of Hindostan, and his four sheet chart of the Eastern seas
have been selected, but other valuable maps and charts subse-
quently executed have also been consulted. Within these
limits the following countries are comprehended.

~WEsT oF THE INDUS.
Cabul, Candahar, Baloochistan, Caffristan, and all Afghan-

istan.
IN HinposTAN PROPER.

The provinces of Bengal, Bahar, Allahabad, Oude,- Agra,
Delhi, Lahore, Cashmere, Ajmeer, Mooltan, Cutch, Gujerat,

and Malwa.
. In TrE DECCAN.

The provinces of Gundwana, Orissa, the Northern Circars,

Candeish, Berar, Beeder, Hyderabaﬂ, Aurungabad, and
Bejapoor. "

: Inp1A SouTH oF THE KRrisuna River.

Canara, Malabar, Cochin, Travancore, the Balaghaut Ceded
Districts, Mysore, Coimbatoor, Salem and the Barramahal, and
the Carnatic. ‘

In NorTHERN HINDOSTAN. ‘

The country between the Sutuleje and Jumna, Gurwal or
Serinagur, the sources of-the Ganges, Kumaon, Painkhandi,
Bhutant, the Nepaulese dominions, Sikkim, and also Bootan.

NorTH oF THE HiMALAYA.
Tibet and Lahdack.
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INDIA BEYOND THE GANGES.

Ava and the Burmese Empire, Laos or the Shan country,
Pegu, Arracan, the British provinces south of Rangeon, Siam,
the peninsula of Malacca, Assam and the adjacent states,
Cachar, Munipoor, Tunquin, Cochin China, Cambodia,

Siampa, &c.
TuE EAsTERN IsLES.

Sumatra, Java and the Sunda chain, Borneo, Celebes, and
Gilolo, the Moluccas, New Guinea and the Papuan Isles,
Magindanao, the Philippines, &c., and also the island of
Ceylon.

* In order to.give distinctness and application to the facts col-
lected, Hindostan has been partitioned in the large territorial
divisions above enumerated, whose relative positions and extent
will be best learned from an inspection of the prefixed map;
In Nindostan Proper and the Deccan, the old Mogul provin-
ces of Abul Fazel have been continued, as, notwithstanding the
many changes they have experienced, they still maintain
their place in the public mind, and are sufficiently accurate for
the purpose contemplated. With respect to the south of India,
as it has been for almost thirty years under the direct govern-
ment of British functionaries, their local arrangements have
been adhered to. :

In arranging the alphabetical distribution, the usual diffi-
culty resulting from the great variety of appellations given to
the same place by Hindoos, Mahomedans and Europeans, has
been experienced, and not completely surmounted. To obviate
it, as much as possible, the whole of Mr. Arrowsmith’s names
have been adopted, as being those most universally known, and
to facilitate the discovery of their places on the map. In many
of the most remarkable instances, the original denomination is
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also given according to Sir William Jones’s orthographical
system; but, although a name be not strictly applicable, it is
desirable it should remain permanent, as a deviation even to
more appropriate, causes much confusion. Indeed all over the
East, owing to the fluctuating boundaries of the native states,
the rule has been always to designate rather by the name of city,
where the king or governor resided, than by any general name
taken from the whole country which he governed. Another
objection to an alphabetical description of a country, is that
the details are unconnected, being dispersed and separated over
different parts of the book, which is certainly against an
arrangement in other respects remarkably convenient. To
remedy this defect, in some degree, a provincial index has
been added, exhibiting the names of the towns, &c. contained
within the limits of the large territorial divisions and islands,
to which reference may be made for further information regard-
ing any particular portions of space. '

. The deities of the Hindoos have a still greater variety of
names, or rather epithets (Vishnu for example has one thousand)
than their towns: the most common have been preferred and
adhered to throughout, and the same plan has been followed
with regard to the designations of persons, tribes, and castes.
In general, what appeared most interesting and important with
a view to political application, or illustrative of the state of
society, has been selected, and such usages described as have
subsisted for the greatest length of time with the fewest varia-
tions or infringements. In composing the work, Oriental terms
have been usually avoided, but from the nature of the subject
could not be wholly dispensed with. A few of the most difficult
will be found explained in the short glossary annexed, others in
the text within a parenthesis as they occur. The plan usually
followed is that of Brooks’, Crutwell’s, and other Gazetteers,
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which on account of the great number of different articles, and
the consequent necessity for abbreviation, does not admit of
minute detail, or the investigation of disputed facts. From
this cause also the historical portion has in many instances
been abridged nearly to a chronological series of sovereigns
and remarkable events.

The materials from which this work has been composed, con-
sist of printed documents generally accessible to the public,
and manuscript records deposited at the India Board, regard-
ing which a few explanatory observations will be necessary.
The British government in India is one which records and
reports to England its most minute transactions, furnishing a
. basis for accurate history beyond those of any other state. In

conformity with this principle, it is the practice of each
presidency to transmit half-yearly, or according to the exigence
- more frequent reports in the political, financial, and judicial,
military, public, legal, and ecclesiastical departments, accom-
panied with copies of the correspondence that has taken place
with their subordinate functionaries. These official records
are extremely voluminous, but their contents rarely bear di-
rectly on statistical subjects, the discussions having generally
originated in some accidental irregularities, such as the robbery
of ireasure', diéputed boundaries, the irruption of foreign tribes,
defalcation of the revenue, the pupillége of native chiefs, and
other matters of difficult adjustment,. brought under the no-
tice of the India Board and Court of Directors. Where no
event of the nature above alluded to has taken place, and the .
tranquillity of the province has continued undisturbed by war
or controversy, no correspondence has resulted ; and its inter-
nal condition has remained so completely unnoticed, that the cir-
cumstances of several of the Company’s old districts of great
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wealth and population are less generally known than those
of remote tracts, the very names of which are recent dis-
coveries. ‘

At the conclusion of the second volume a list of these and
other authorities will be found, comprehending a large propor-
tion of the ablest of the Company’s servants, civil, military,
and medical. Besides ¢ Public Manuscript Documents,”
access to which was procured him by the late Right Honour-
dble Mr. Canning, while President of the Board of Control,
‘the author has been favoured with two most important private
communications, which have greatly enhanced the value of the
present edition. The first consists of a series of extracts from
the manuscript journal of John Fullarton, Esq. of Great Stan-
hope-street, Hyde Park, the only European who has ever made
the complete tour of Hindostan, from the Brahmaputra to Bom-
bay, from the Himalaya Mountains to the Straits of Ceylon.
These travels occupied seme portions of 1817 and 1818, the
half of 1819, and the whole of 1820, were performed delibe-
rately, and with such an establishment of horses, elephants, ca~
mels, and -tents,. as enabled him to encamp on any spot, and
~ leave no werthy object of curiosity uninvestigated. It is to be
regretted the original journal from which these extracts were
made has never been published, and the estimation attached to
them will be proved by the frequency of reference.

. The other document, consisting of seven large folio manu-
script volumes, was received from Sir John Malcolm, K.C.B,,
the indefatigable promoter of every measure that can either
benefit or iHustrate India. These contain separate descrip-
tions of above 6,500 towns, villages, hamlets, rivers, and moun-
tains in Central Hindostan and the Deccan ; but the imperative
necessity of condensation only permitted the selection of such
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as were remarkable for their size, local situation, temples, pub-
lic works, or any other extraordinary feature.

In specifying the extent of countries, the whole length, but
only the average breadth is given, to enable the reader. to ascer-
tain the probable area in square miles without much trouble.
In an arrangement of this nature strict accuracy cannot be ex-
pected ; but it appears less vague than the usual mode of stat-
ing the extreme length and extreme breadth ; an approxima-
tion to the reality being all that is wanted. The same obser-
vation applies to the population of countries that have not yet
been subjected to strict examination. When such occur, a
comparison of their peculiar circumstances is instituted with
those of the adjacent provinces, the population of which is bet-
ter known, and an estimate computed from the result; where
the number of inhabitants has been established on probable
grounds, it is particularly mentioned. To facilitate the disco-
very of a place on the map, besides its latitude and longitude, its'
nearest distance from some distinguished city is inserted, and
also the province within the limits of which itis comprehended.
The east, west, north, and south sides of rivers, and the compass.
directions, in a great majority of cases, refer to their positions.
in Mr. Arrowsmith’s map; the length of the rivers, including.
windings, are calculated according to the rules laid down in
Major Rennell’s Memoir. When not otherwise specified, the.
standard of distance and dimension is invariably the Enghsh,
mile, sixty-nine and a half to the degree.

Many of the above particulars, however, will require future
corréction, as the very best maps hitherto published, although
right in the main outlines, are still deficient in accuracy as to-
the relative position of plages. Nor will this defect be ade-
quately rectified until the' completion. of the East-India Com~
pany’s Atlas of India, constructed from trigonometrical survey, -
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begun by Col. Mackenzie, in A.D. 1800, and still in progress
under Col. Hodgson, the surveyor-general of India. It is
founded on the triangulation which Col. Lambton extended
over the south of India, in connexion with his operations for
determining the measurement of an arch of the meridian, and
continued since his death by Capt. Everest. This noble monu-
ment of the Company’s liberality and regard for accurate
science is executed on a scale of four English miles to the inch ;
and judging from the eleven sheets already published, will,
when finished, cover above 1,200 square feet.

The prefixed map exhibits the large provinces into which
Hindostan, for the convenience of reference, has been divided ;
but being constructed on so minute a scale, no delineation of
the boundaries that distinguish the native and British districts
could be attempted. With respect to the first, no native state,
has yet been brought to understand the advantages we :are
accustomed to see in a cuinpact territory and well-defined fron-
tier; and with regard to the latter, the limits of none can as yet.
be considered as finally adjusted. Owing to this uncertainty, a
town may be assigned to one jurisdiction, which in reality be-
longs to another ; but the mistake is'of no essential importance, .
and many similar corrections must hereafter be required before.
the official limits acquire such precision as to preclude the:
necessity of future revision. In like manner, the local func-.
tionaries may hereafter see much to amend with regard to the
comparative importance of the towns selected, some, perhaps,-
having now no existence, although of great historical notoriety,
while thers may appear too insignificant to deserve insertion
where others of greater modern magnitude have been omitted. -

To each description of any. consequence the authorities upon
which it is founded are carefully subjoined in succession, accord-
ing to their relative importance, the author being particularly
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desirous to give the credit where it is justly due, as well as to
establish the high character of the sources from whence his ori-
ginal information has been drawn. But no person is to be con-
sidered wholly responsible for any article, the materials being
so intimately blended with each other, and the result of the au-
thor’s own experience during a ten years’ residence in India, that
itwould be impossible to define thelimits of therespective proper-
ties. In various cases the narrative is given as closely as the ne-
cessity of condensing many thousand pages into a small compass
would permit; in others it has been necessary to compare con-
tradictory and conflicting testimonies, and to select that which
appeared to rest on the most solid foundation. Conciseness
has been particularly aimed at, and the endeavour to effect it
has added greatly to the labour; for it is easy to write a descrip-
. tion of a country when the materials are scanty, not so when
the mass has been accumulating for half a century. In the
official correspondence of the different presidencies the surveys
and reports of one functionary are sometimes incorporated with
those of another, so that occasionally the statement of one pub-
lic officer cannot be discriminated from those of another; but
notwithstanding these difficulties it will be clearly perceptible
that the details of this work were generally collected under
circumstances singularly favourable for the acquisition of accu-
rate information, and by persons the best qualified, from length
of service, residence on the spot, and established reputation, to
form a correct judgment of their authenticity.

London, 23d April1828.
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ABORS.

AzpoN.—One of the small Papuan
isles, about three miles in circum-
ference, situated to the north of
Wageeoo, and rising 200 feet above
the level of the sea. It abounds with
fish and turtle, on which the inhabi-
tants subsist, as they do not culti-
vate the land. Lat. 0° 3¢/ N., lon.
131°1¥’ E.

AspuLroor.—A town in the pro-
vince of Beeder, sixty-three miles
N.E,, from Bejapoor, lat. 17° 12’ N,,
lon. 76° 41’ E'

Asoo (Abooghur, or Arbuda).—A
town in the province of Ajmeer,
situated near a chain of lofty moun-
tains, which in 1820 was a depen-
, dency of the Sarowy Rajas, but
generally possessed by some rebel-
lious relation. Lat. 24° 36’ N., lon.
73°25' E., fifty-six miles W, by S. from
Odeypoor.

The height of Aboo, indicated by
the barometer, has been estimated at
5,000 feet, and during the ascent, in
thirty-six hours’ travelling, the ther-
mometer declined from 108° on the
plains of Marwar, to 60° Fahrenheit
on the summit of Aboo, under an
almost vertical sun ; indeed, the tem-
perature is so mild that some Euro-
pean fruits are indigenous.

On the Aboo mountains are many
Saiva and Jain inscriptions, the most
ancient temple having been dedicated
to Siva as Achileswara, so early as
the seventh century. Jain temples
of the eleventh century also occur;

VOL. I.

but the most numerous and impor-
tant are monuments belonging to the
thirteenth century, erected to deified
Jain saints. From the thirteenth cen-
tury Jain and Saiva inscriptions pre-
dominate alternately until the present
century. Those of the Sarowy fa-
mily are Saiva. The hill itself is
said to have been brought from the
Himalaya, by the sage Vasishta, in
order that {e might continue his
devotions on the spot he had been
accustomed to.—(7%d, Jackson, El-
phinstone, &c.)

Anors (‘or Aburs).—A rude tribe
bordering on Assam, situated above
the junction of the Dihong with the
main trunk of the Brahmaputra river.
The hills on the right bank of the
river belong to the Paisal and May-
ing Abors; those on the left, to
Padow, Silloo, Meboo, and Golemar.
In 1826, whea visited by a British
officer, enmity, but not actual war-
fare, subsisted between the tribes on
the opposite banks. Their weapons
are a bow and poisoned arrows, a
light spear, and a heavy sharp sword,
the dhaw of the Singphos,

This tribe eat of every thing, pure
and impure, except beef, the eaters
of which they abhor. They drink a
spirituous liquor of their own distil-
lation; salt, cloth, and tobacco are
in great request. They exhibit few
traces of religion, but are said to
sacrifice animals at the shrine of a
deity named Ap-hoom, possibly the

B
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Om of the Lama Tibetians. Their
dress is principally made from the
bark of the uddal tree; they also
wear ornamented cane caps, beads,
blankets, and blanket cloaks. The
Abors appear to have been in the
practice of levying contributions on
the Assamese of the plains, and of
carrying them into captivity. Accord-
ing to the latest information the Abor
country is situated to the north of
the Brahmaputra about lat. 28°, and
between 93° and 94° E.

Acserroor ("Acbarpura).—Atown
in the Nabob of Oude’s territories,
thirty-six miles S.E. from Fyzabad.
Lat. 26° 26’ N., lon. 82° 25’ E.

AcsErroor( Acbarpura ).—A town
in the 'Agra province, twenty-five
miles W.S.W. from Caunpoor. Lat.
26° 23’ N., long. 79° 52’ E.

AcesiNes RivEr.—See CHINAUB.

ACHEEN. .

(Achi).—A petty state in the
north-western extremity of the island
of Sumatra, bordering on the country
of the Battas, but not extending inland
above fifty miles to the south-east.
On the western coast, where its in-
fluence was formerly predominant,
it now possesses no further than Ba-
roos, and even there, and at the
intermediate posts, the power of the

Acheenese chief is little more than
nominal, In 1820 Tamiang was the
reputed boundary on the eastern and
Sinkel on the western coast of Su-
matra.

The air is comparatively healthy,
the country being more free from
jungle and stugnant water than most
other parts of Sumatra. The degree
of insalubrity, however, attending
localities in this climate, is known to
alter so frequently, from inscrutable
causes, that a person who has resided
two or three years on a spot cannot
pretend to form a judgment.

The soil is light and fertile, and
roduces abundance of rice, excel-
ent vegetables, much cotton, and
the finest tropical fruits. Cattle, and

-

other articles of provision, are plenty,
and reasonable in price. In this
province are found almost all the ani-
mals enumerated in the general de-
scription of Sumatra, and elephants
(probably imported ones) are here
found: domesticated.

Although no longer the great mart
of eastern commodities, Acheen still
carries on a considerable trade, both
with European merchants and the
natives of the coast of that quarter
of India called Telinga, but which
by the Malays is called Kling, and
applied to the whole coast,of Coro-
mandel. These supply it with salt,
cotton piece goods, and reccive in
return, gold dust, raw silk of an in-
ferior quality, betel-nut, patch leaf,
pepper,_sulphur, camphor, and ben-
zoin. In the Acheenese territories
there is a considerable manufacture
of a thick species of cotton cloth, and
of striped and checked stuffs, ‘They
also weave rich and handsome silk
pieces ; but this fabric has latterly de-
clined, owing to the failure of the
breed of silk-worms, and also to the
decay of industry among the inhabi-
tants, who were formerly bold and
expert navigators. Payments are
commonly made in gold dust, but
there is also a small thin adulterated
gold coin, rudely stamped with Ara-
bic characters, called maas, The
crown revenues arise from export
and import duties, which are gene-
rally levied on the goods in the first
instance, and of course fluctnate con-
siderably. Besides this source, the
king, being the chief merchant, gains
considerably by monopolies, managed
by the shahbunder, or master atten-
dant, under whose jurisdiction all
commercial transactions are placed.

The government is hereditary, and
more or less arbitrary, in proportion
to the talents of the reigning prince,
who usually maintains a guard of 100
sepoys from the Coromandel coast.
At the king’s feet sits a woman, to
whom he makes known his pleasure;
by her it is communicated to an eu-
nuch who sits next to her, and by
him to an officer named Kajurang
Goodang, who proclaims it aloud to
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the assembly. Sultan Allah ud Deen,
who reigned in 1784, when Capt.
Forrest visited his court, had tra-
velled, and had been a considerable
time in the Mauritius, where he had
been driven when proceeding on a
pilgrimage to Mecca. Besides the
Malay, he spoke the French and Por-
tuguese, and understood the casting
of cannon and bomb-shells. His vi-
zier was a Turk from Constantino-
ple.

The country is populous for a na-
tive state, but the number of inhabi~
tants has never been satisfactorily
ascertained. They are taller and

stouter than the generality of Suma.’

trans; but they cannot be considered
as a genuine people, being rather a
mixture of Battas and Malays with
Chulias, by whom, in all ages, their
ports were frequented. In the city
of Acheen their conduct depends
much on the example of the reigning
monarch, which is often narrow, ex-
tortionary, and oppressive. The lan-
guage consists of a mixture of Malay
and Batta with all the jargons used
by the eastern Mahomedans, whether
Hindostany, Arab-Tamul, or Moplay,
to which last-mentioned people the
Acheenese have a considerable re-
semblance; but in writing they use
the Malay character. In religion
they are strict Mahomedans, and the
severity of their punishments is hor-
rible; but, notwithstanding so much
apparent discouragemrent, both from
law and prejudice, all travellers
agree in representing the Acheenese
as one of tﬁe most dishonest and fla-
gitious nations of the east, which
character the history of their govern-
ment tends strongly to corroborate,
The Acheenese territories were
visited by the Portuguese in 1509,
when Diego Lopez Siqueira cast an-
chor at Pedeer, a principal sea-port
on.this part of Sumatra. Even at
this early stage of their acquaintance,
hostilities between the two nations
commenced, and continued, with lit-
tle cessation, until the Portuguese
lost Malacca in 1641. 1In the course
of these wars it is difficult to deter-
mine which of the two is the more

nstonishing, the vigorous stand made
by such a handful of men as the
whole Portuguese force consisted
of, or the prodigious resources and
perseverance of the Acheenese mo-
narchs.

About A.D. 1586 the consequence
of the Acheen monarchy had attained
its greatest height, Its friendship
was courted by the most considerable
eastern potentates, and no city in In-
dia enjoyed a more flourishing com-
merce. The customs of the port
being moderate, it was crowded with
merchants from all parts; and al-
though the Portuguese and their
ships were continually plundered, yet
those belonging to every Asiatic
power appear to have enjoyed perfect
security in the prosecution of their
traffic.  With respect to the govern-
ment, the nobles, or Orang Cayos,
formed a powerful counterpoise to
the authority of the king. They were
rich, had numerous followers, and
cannon planted at the gates of their
houses. :

Towards the close of the sixteenth
century the Hollanders began to navi-
gate the Indian seas, and in the year
1600 some of their ships arrived at
Acheen, where they were nearly cut
off by treachery. The first English
ships, under Capt. Lancaster, visited
Acheen in 1602, and were received
by the king with abundant respect
and ceremony, usually proportioned
by the Acheenese sovereigns to the
number of vessels and apparent
strength of their foreign guests,

In 1607, Peducka Siri, the reign-
ing sultan, assumed the title of sove-
reign of Acheen, and of the countries
of Aroo, Delhi, Johore, Paham, Que-
da, and Pera, on one side; and of
Baroos, Passaman, Ticoa, Sileda, and
Priaman, on the other. In his an-
swer to a letter from KiniJames, in
1613, he styles himself King of all
Sumatra, a name and idea which, if
they exist in the original, he must
have learned from his European con-
nexions. In that letter he expresses
a strong desire that the King of Eng-
land would send him out one of his
countrywomen for a wife, and pro-
" B2
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mised to make her eldest son king of
all the pepper countries. The French
first visited Acheen under Commo-
dore Beaulieu, in 1621.

In the year 1640 the Dutch with
twelve men of war, and the Sultan
of Acheen with twenty-five gallies,
appeared before Malacca, which they
had for so many years harassed, and
the following year it was wrested
from the Portuguese, who had so
long, and under such difficulties,
maintained it. But, as if the opposi-
tion of the Portuguese power, which
first occasioned the rise of Acheen,
was also necessary to its continuance,
the splendour and consequence of
the kingdom from that period ra-
Eidly declined, and in proportion its

istory became obscure. Through
the subsequent weakness of the go-
vernment, and the encroachments of
the Dutch, the extent of its ancient
dominion was much contracted,

The year 1641 was marked by the
death of Sultan Peducka Siri, one
of the most powerful and cruel so-
vereigns, who, leaving no male heirs,
was peaceably succeeded by his
queen, which commences a new era
in the history of the state, as the
succession continued until 1700 in
the female line; the Acheenese being
accustomed and reconciled to this
species of government, which the
found more lenient than that of their
kings. The last queen died in 1700,
when a priest found means, by his
intrigues, to acquire the uneasy sove-
reignty, which, during the whole of
the eighteenth century, continued a
hot-bed of intrigue, treachery, and
sanguinary revolutions.

In 1813 this principality was in a
complete state o? anarchy and disso-
lution, every port and village having
been occupied by petty usurpers, who
subsisted bé piracg and smuggling,
In 1814, Capt. Canning was sent
from Bengal to investigate and adjust
the existing differences, but was
treated by Jowaher Allum (who died
in 1823), the reigning sovereign, with
the greatest contempt. Soon after-
wards this monarch (whose ancestor
was, by Queen Elizabeth, designated

a great and puissant prince) was com-
pelled to abdicate the throne in fa-
vour of Syful Alum, the son of a
shop-keeper at Prince of Wales’ Is-
land. In this condition matters re-
mained until 1819, when the usurper
was ordered to return to Prince of
Wales’ Island, and the deposed chief
restored. In 1820 Mr. Sartorius was
deputed to Acheen, which he found
in the most wretched condition; the
king’s authority being reduced to
a mere nullity, and having only no-
minal possession of one small spot
within the limits of his reputed do-
minions. A commercial treaty had
been concluded and ratified, but in
the distracted state of Acheen not
the slightest good was likely to re-
sult, unless supported by military
protection to the king, and a direct,
active, and continued interference.—
(Marsden, Leyden, Forrest, Elmore,
Gov. Phillips, Capt. Canning, Sarto-
rius, &c.)

AcHEEN.—A town situated at the
north-western extremity of Sumatra,
the capital of a principality of the
same name, lat, 5° 35’ N,, lon. 95°
45 E.

This place stands on a river about
a league from the sea, near the N.W.
point of the island, where the ship-

ing lies in a road, rendered secure
Ey the shelter of several islands.
It is described as populous, contain-
ing about 8,000 houses, built of bam-
boos and rough timber, and raised
on piles. The sultan’s palace is a
rude piece of architecture, calculated
to resist the attacks of external ene-
mies, and for that purpose sur-
rounded with a moat and stron
walls. Near the gate are sev
pieces of ordnance of an extraordi-
nary size, of which some are Portu-
uese, but two in particular of Eng-
ish origin : they were sent by King
James the First to the reigning mo-
narch of Acheen, and have still the
founder’s name and the date legible.
The diameter of the bore of oneis eigh-
teen inches, and the other twenty-
two. Their strength, however, does
not at all correspond with their
calibre, nor do they seem in other
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respects of adequate dimensions.
James, who abhorred bloodshed him-
self, was resolved that his present
should not be the instrument of it in
others.

The commerce of Acheen is now
inconsiderable, and the king (when
he has the power) the only merchant,
as is usual in this quarter of the
world. The chief exports are brim-
stone, betel-nut, rattans, benzoin,
camphor, gold dust, pepper, and
horses; the imports, opium, salt,
piece goods, muslin, &c.—( Marsden,
Forrest, Elanore, &c.)

Apax’s Peak (named by the na-
tives Samanilla).—A lofty mountain
in the interior of Ceylon, situated
about fifty miles E.S.E. from Colum-
bo, and by barometrical observation
about 6,152 feet high. Lat. 6° 47’ N.,
lon. 80° 32’ E.

In ascending the road follows the
windings of the Caltura river, which,
at the distance of two miles from
Batugedera, receives the Magelli,
two chains in breadth at the con-
fluence. One portion of the ascent
is over an enormous rock, into which
four flights, consisting of 127 steps,
‘have been cut. The apex of the
mountain is a distinct rock, which
stands in the middle of an enclosure
.about seven feet above the level
ground. Onits top is the impres-
sion of the foot of Buddha, stamped
by that incarnation when he first
visited Ceylon. To mortal eyes it
a:hppears a superficial hollow, five feet

ree and three-quarter inches long,
by two feet five inches wide, havi
a margin of brass studded with a few
gems of little value. There is no-
thing else on the summit worthy no-
tice, but the view from thence is sin-
gularly magnificent. On the one side
a vast extent of wooded hills like an
ocean of forest is seen ; while on the
other only the tops of the hills are
perceptible, rising over the fogs like
a number of small islands covered
with trees.

On the 18th April 1817, at six in
the evening, the thermometer stood
at 52°, and the barometer (a short

one)at 23° 70’; next day at seven
in the morning, the first stood at 58°,
and the last at 23° 75.. About mid-
night the thermometer stood at 51°,
and never fell lower, the air being
agitated by a gentle wind from the
N.N.E. The name of Adam’s Peak
was probably first applied by the Ma-
hommedans, who assert that Adam
here lamented his expulsion from
Paradise, standing on one foot until
he was pardoned.—(J. Davy, &c.)

ApaNap (Adinatha).—A town in
the province of Malabar, division of
Shirnada, celebrated as the throne of
the Alvangheri Tamburacul, or chief
of the Namburies, who are the Brah-
mins of Malabar.

These Namburies will neither eat

nor drink with the Brahmins of other
countries ; but, like other Brahmins,
they marry and live with their wives,
of whom they take as many as they
are able to support. A Namburie’s
children are always considered as his
heirs; but in order to prevent their
losing dignity by becoming too nu-
merous, the younger sons of a Nam-
burie family seldom marry. They
live with their eldest brothers, and
assist the wives of the Rajas and
other Nairs of distinction to keep
up their families. Many Namburies
have lost caste by committing mur-
der, or by having eaten forbidden
things ; and in such cases their chil-
dren generally become Mahomedans.
. Inh the division of S}lirnada, the
ow hills occupy a ver e propor-
tion of the su pace; th’; :;151 1!:1 nl:ost
of them consists of akind of indu-
rated clay, which on exposure to the
air becomes as hard as a brick. The
continuance of the rain, however, in
this neighbourhood, is sufficient to
ensure plenty of water for any crop
that does not require more than four
months to come to maturity.

Apiyeuur (‘the impregnable for-
tress).—A town in the province of
Allahabad, situated at nearly equal
distances from Callinjer and Pannah,
lat, 24° 50’ N, lon.80° 3’ E. The for-
tress consists of a wall of loose stones,
raised round the edge of a very high
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and steep hill. The table land within
the fort is a mile in length, by 700 or
800 yards average breadth, and is in-
accessible, except by the paths made
to the different gates; which are de-
fended by walls and gates, one be-
hind the other, and all of difficult
ascent. Within the fort are three
reservoirs of water cut in the solid
rock, and the ruins of three Hindoo
temples. .

In 1809 it was besieged by a British
detachment, and after a stout resist-
ance, in which considerable loss was
experienced by the assailants, was
evacuated by the garrison. When the
family of Lutchman Dowab, the re-
fractory zemindar of Adjyghur, was
ordered to be removed, an old man,
his father-in-law, was sent into the
women’s apartments to prepare the
females for their removal; he not
returning after some tine had elapsed,
the house was entered by the roof,
when it was found he had cut the
throats of all the women and chil-
dren, eight in number, and after-
wards hisown. The deed must have
been perpetrated entirely with the
consent and assistance of the fe-
males, as the persons stationed at
the door nc;‘_ver heard t}l:e slightest
cries while the catgstrophe was per-
forming,—(11 Reg. &c.) ¥ ,'xq-‘,ﬁ"

Abont (Adavani ).—A district in
the ‘Balaghaut ceded territories,
-bounded on the north by the Toom-
budra, and intersected by the Hoggry
or Vadavati river. The chief towns
are Adoni, Chagee, and Gooroor.
In-1800, this district, along with the
tract of country situated to the
south of the Toombudra and Krishna
rivers, was ceded to the British go-
vernment by the Nizam, and on sub-
sequent arrangements taking place
was attached to the Bellary collec-
torship.

Apon1.—The capital of the above
division, situated in lat. 15° 35’ N.,
lon. 77° 45’ E., thirty-eight miles N.
by E. from Bellary. This town was
taken in 1568 by Ali Adil Shah of
Bejapoor, at which period it stood
on the top of a high hill, and con-

- AENG.

tained within its walls ‘many tanks
and fountains of pure water, with
numerous princely structures. The
Rajas of Bijanagur, to whom it pre-
viously belonged, considered it im-
pregnable, and an asylum for their
families in desperate emergencies:
but they lost it, with their empire,
after the great battle fought with the
Deccany Mahommedans in 1564. For
a short interval during the eighteenth
century it was the capital of a small
independent Patan principality, and
subsequently became the jaghire and
residence of Bazalet Jung, brather to
the late Nizam Ali. In 1787 it was
besieged, taken, and destroyed by
Tippoo, and in 1800, along with the
district, was ceded to Britain by the
Nizam. It is now a town of very
little importance, and contains but a
scanty population.

Travelling distance from Seringa-
patam 243 miles ; from Madras 310 ;
from Hyderabad 175; and from
Calcutta 1,030 miles.— ( Ferishta,
‘ls-Zth Register, 5th Report, Rennel,

C.)

ApriaMpaTam,—A small town on
the . sea-coast of Tanjore, twenty-
seven miles S. by E. from the city
of .Tanjore. Lat. 10° 19 N., lon.
79° 26’ E.

AEng.—A British post in the pro-
vince of Arracan, situated on the
route from Shembewgewn, on the
Irawady, to Amherst harbour in
Arracan ; lat. 19° 55 N., lon.
93° 45’ E., sixty-six miles S.E. from
Arracan town. The Aeng road was
completed by the late Burmese sove-
reign Minderajee Praw, and doet

‘much credit to his energy, and to the

skill of his engineers, It was begun
in 1816, and finished gradually. This
communication, however, is closed
by the monsoon between May and
January. In April 1826, when passed
through by a battalion of sepoys re-
turped from Ava, Aeng and its vici-
nity contained few inhabitants, but
had previously been the emporium of
the inland traffic between the two
countries, The tide flows past it,
but in April there is not sufficient
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water for boats to within six miles
of the wharf. A British force from
hence might reach the Irawady in
ten days, and the capital of Avaina
moath, but the road is not practica.
ble for heavy artillery.—(T’rant, &c.).

AFGHANISTAN.

( Afghani-st’han, )—This extensive
country is bounded on the north by
the Hindoo Cosh mountains, and the
Paropamisan range; the Indus is its
boundary, as far south as lat. 32° 20/
N. The plain on the right bank of the
Indus is inhabited by Balooches ; but
the chain of the Soliman mountains,

with its subordinate ranges, and the -

country immediately at their base,
belong to the Afghans. The hills
which bound Sewistan on the north
form the southern limit of the Afghan
territory. Immediately to the north
of these hills the Afghan country does
not extend so far west as to reach
the table-land  of Kelat, but after-
wards stretches past it on the north,
and reaches to the desert which is its
north-western boundary, . .
These countries are extremely va-
riable in their level, soil, climate, and
productions. The whole of Afgha-
nistan west of the Soliman ridge is a
table-land, lying higher than most of
the neighbouring provinces. The Hin-
doo Cosh chain, which forms the
northern boundary of Afghanistan,
looks down on Bulk ; on the east it
is in proportion elevated above the
still lower plain of the Indus. On
the south it overlooks Sewistan ;
the deep valley of Bolaun, on the
S.W., runs between it and Baloochis-
tan. On the west it slopes gradually
to the desert, and on the north-west,
the appearance of elevation is lost as
-it approaches the Paropamisan moun-
tains. The Afghans have no general
-name for the country they inhabit,
but that of Afghanistan, which was pro-
bably first applied by the Persians, is
- frequently used in books, and is not
unknown to the natives of the coun-
try thus designated. The section of
the country to the west of the paral-
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lel of Makloor, lon. 68° 30’ E., is
comprehended in the extensive pro-
vince of Khorasan.

For so great a surface of country,
Afghanistan possesses but few large
rivers ; indeed, except the Indus,
there is.no river in this region that is
not fordable throughout its course
during the greater part of theyear, the
others more resembling largetorrents,
which occasionally rush down with
a heavy flood, and afterwards leave
their hollow bed empty. Their volume
is also much reduced by the number of
small channels cut for the purposes
of irrigation, by which a large stream
is sometimes entirely drawn off’ be-
fore it reaches any other river; and
it may be remarked of the rivers. of
this region, that their bulk at their
mouths is never equal to the expeg-
tations they raise when seen emerg-
ing from the mountains. The Indus
alone is always navigable, although so
little use is made of its channel. The
Cabul river, the Cashgar, the Koorum
and the Gomul, flow towards the east ;
those running to the west are the
Helmund or Etymandu, the Urghu-
naub, the Khooshrood, the Furrah-
rood, and the Lora. There is only
one small lake, situated to the S.W.
of Ghizni.

. In Afghanistan the south-west
monsoon is felt with much less vio-
lence than in India, being exbausted
at no great distance from the ses,
.and not at all perceptible at Canda-
har. A remarkable exception, how-
ever, to this rule is observed in the
.north-eastern quarter of Afghanistan,
which although much more remote
from the sea than Candahar, is sub-
ject to themonsoon, which it receives
from the east. The countries under
‘the Hindoo Cosh, such as Puckely,
Beneer, and Sewad, have all a share
-of the monsoon rains, which diminish
as they go west, and at Sewad are
reduced to a month of clouds, with
occasional showers, about the con-
-clusion of July and beginning of Au-
gust. During this short period the
monsoon appears in some clouds and
showers at Peshawer and in the Bun-

-gish and. Khnttak countries. It is still
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less felt in the valley of the Cabul
river, where it does not extend be-

ond Lugman ; but jn Bajour and
%unjcora, under the southern projec-
tion of the Hindoo Cosh, in part of
the Caffristan, situated on the top of
that promontory, and in Teera, near
the Tuhkte Soliman, the south-west
monsoon is heavy, and forms the
principal rains of the year.

The climate of Afghanistan varies
extremely in different parts of the
country, partly owing to the differ-
ence of latitude, but much more to

the greater or less elevation of the

various provinces. The direction of
the winds also is of material influence;
some blow over ridges of snowy
mountains, others are heated in sum-
mer and rendered cold in winter by
their passage over deserts; some dis-
tricts are refreshed in summer by
breezes from moister countries, while
others are so enclosed by hills as to
be inaccessible to any wind. The
extremes of heat and cold are also
experienced, for while in the sultry
valley of Peshawer the thermometer
rises to 113° Fahrenheit, the lofty
peaks of the Hindoo Cosh within

sight remain covered with never-.

‘melting snow. The prevailing wind
through Afghanistan is from the
west; and it is remarked by the na-
tives, that westerly winds are cold,
while easterly are hot. The general
character of the climate is decidedly
dry, being little subject to rain,
clouds, or fogs. Theannual heat, on
an average, 18 greater than that of
England, but less than that of India;
while the difference of temperature
between winter and summer, and
even between day and night, is
greater than in either of these coun-
tries. If an inference may be drawn
from the size, strength, and activity of
the inhabitants, the territory may be
pronounced favourable to the human
constitution, and man{ districts are
remarkable for their salubrity.

To the traveller the Afghan coun-
try presents wild unfrequented de-
serts, and mountains covered with
perennial snow. Even among the
cultivated districts he will discover a
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wild assemblage of hills and wastes
without enclosures, unembellished by
trees, and destitute of navigable ca-
nals, public roads, and all the elabo-
rate productions of human civiliza-
tion, while the towns will be found
few and remote from each other. On
the other hand, he would be struck
with the population and fertility of
certain plains and vallies, where he
would discover the productions of
Europe mingled with those of the
Torrid Zone, and the land improved
with the utmost industry. In other
arts the inhabitants would be found
ollowing their flocks, dwelling in
tents, or stationary in villages, com-
posed of mud-built walls with ter-
raced roofs.
In Afghanistan there are five
classes of cultivators, viz. first, pro-
rietors who cultivate their own
ands; second, tenants who hire it
for a money rent, or for a fixed pro-
portion of the produce; third, buz-
gurs, who are the same as the méta-
yersin France; fourth, hired labour-
ers; fifth, vassals, who till their lord’s
lands without wages. . The lund, on
the whole, is more equally divided
than in most eountries, Af;hanistan
containing a great number of landed
proprietors. The common lease is
one and two years, the best five ; the
value of land is estimated at about
twelve years’ purchase. Inmost parts
of this territory there are two har-
vests in the year, one of which is
sown the end of autumn and reaped
in summer ; the other is sown the end
of spring and reaped in autumn.
Wheat is the food of the people in
the greatest proportion of the coun-
try, the barley raised being commonly
given to horses; rice is also gene-
rally found, but is most abundant in
Sewad, best at Peshawer, and is
almost the only food of the inhabi-
tants of Cashmere. Garden vege-
tables of all sorts are plentiful and
excellent, but most of the sugar is
brought from Hindostan ; cotton,
with a few exceptions, is confined to
the hot districts; little, however, is
manufactured, a great proportion of
the cotton cloth used being imported
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from India. The palma christi, or
castor-oil plant, is common, and sup-
plies a great part of the oil used;
madder abounds in the cold climates
of the west, where also the assafcetida
plant is found wild. Vast quantities
of this last-mentioned drug are ex-
ported to India, where it forms a fa-
vourite ingredient in the cookery of
both Hindoos and Mahomedans. To-
bacco is produced in most parts of
Afghanistan, )
The grain is converted into flour
by windmills, watermills, or hand-
mills, the first being the most com-
mon in the west, where a steady wind
can be relied on for at least four
months of the year. There are many
ruins of old windmills as far east as
Cabul and Ghizni, the sails of which
appear to have been enclosed within
the building, the wind having access
by an opening; the wheel of the
watermill is horizontal. Horses are
employed to draw the plough in Tur-
kistan and the Eimauk country, but
no where else in Afghanistan ; nor
are they employed for this purpose
either in Hindostan or Persia, that
task in all the three being usuall
assigned to oxen and buffaloes, al-

though in particular parts of the first
camels and asses are also used. A

considerable number of horses are
reared in the Afghan dominions;
those from Herat are reckoned par-
ticularly good, some of them having
the figure of an Arab, with superior
size. A good breed of the Indian
sort, named tazi, is found in Bunnoo
and Damaun, and excellent horses of
the same description are bred be-
tween the Hydaspes and Indus; but
exeepting those from the province of
Bulk, which are excellent, the horses
from the Afghan territories have not
a very good character..

Camels are the animals most em-
ployed for carriage ; the dromedary
18 found in all the plain country, espe-
cially in the dry and sandy parts, and
is the tall, long-legged animal com-
mon to India. The Bactrian camel
is more rare, and s a third lower
than the other, but very stout ; he is
covered with black shaggy hair, and

has two distinct humps, instead of
one bunch like the dromedary. The
best oxen are imported from the Raj-
poot country.  The grand stock of
the pastoral tribes is sheep, of the
species having tails a foot broad, al-
most entirely composed of fat. Va-
rious breeds of goats, some with long
twisted horns, are common among
the mountains. The dogs of Afgha-
nistan are excellent, particularly the
greyhounds and pointers ; the cats
are of the long-haired sort, known in
Europe by the name of Persian cats.
There are three sorts of eagles, and
many kinds of hawks trained to the
chase ; the chirk species are trained
to strike the antelope, and fasten on
its head until the greyhounds come
up. Among the other birds, herons,
cranes, storks, wild ducks, geese,
partridges, pigeons, crows, and spar-
rows, are common ; cuckoos rare, and
magpies numerous, while peacocks
are unknown. The snakes and scor-
pions of this country are Jarge ; there
are no alligators ; fish are scarce, and
turtles and tortoises plenty. Flights
of locusts are not of frequent occur-
rence ; bees are common; but mus-
quitoes, except in the hot tracts, give
but little annoyance. Among the
wild animals, lions are said to be
found in the hilly country about the
city of Cabul, but this appears impro-
bable; tigers are principally seen in
the low country along the Indus;
wolves, hyaznas, foxes, and hares are
common every where., Bears are
found among the woody mountains,
but they seldom quit their recesses
except when allured by a field of
sugar cane; there are two kinds, one
the common black bear of India, and
the other of a dirty white or yellow
colour. Wild boars are rare; buta
great variety of deer, including the
elk, abound among the mountains.
Wild sheep and wild goats are com-
mon, b§8i eehwhich there are porcu-
ines, hedgehogs, mangooses, ferrets,
§vild dogsfg:nd monkeys. Elephants
are brought from Hindostan, neither
that animal nor the rhinoceros being
found in a wild state.
Many European trees are indige-
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nous to Afghanistan, where most of
the finest European fruits grow wild.
The commonest trees are the large
coned fir, with seeds resembling pis-
taccio nuts ; oaks, cedars, a gigantic
species of . cypress, the walnut, pis-
taccio. and the olive, mulberry, tama~
‘risk. English flowers, such as .jessa-
1pines, poppies, nareissuses, tuberoses,
hyacinths, &c. are raised in the gar-
dens. The country not. having been
explored, little is known respecting
its mineral riches: Gold is said to
be found in some of the streams that
flow from the Hindoo Cosh moun-
tains ; silver in Caffristan, rubies in
Badukshan, and cliffs ‘containing la-
pis lazuli are supposed to overhang
the Cashgur river; lead, iron, and
dntimony- are procured in different
tracts ; sulphur, rock salt, from the
salt range of mountains; saltpetre
every where ; alum is extracted from
the clay at Calabaugh, and orpiment
is procured from Bulk and the Haza-
reh countries. .

Afghanistan being an inland coun-
try, destitute of navigable rivers and
roads fit for wheel carriages, com-
merce is carried with camels in the
Ievel country, and with horses and
ponies among .the mountains. Cara-
vans go to Chinese Turkistan from
Cashmere and Peshawer ; from Can-
dahar and Herat to Persia; but the
trade to Hindostan is more divided.
That of the Punjab and the north
comes to Peshawer, while that which
crosses the desert of Rajpeotana
and the countries still further south
comes to.Shekarpoor, Bahawulpoor,
and Mooltan. . The trade by sea
arrives at Corachie, and is thence
transported to Shekarpoor and Can-
dahar. The chief commercial in-
tercourse is with India, Persia, and
Tarkistan (both independent and
Chinese), but the first is by far the
.most considerable. The exports to
India consist principally of horses,
furs, shawls, madder, assafcetida, to-
bacco, almonds, pistaccio nuts, wal-
-nuts, hazel-nuts, and fruits both fresh
and dried. The imports are coarse
cotton cloths, muslins, silken cloths

and brocades, indigo in large quan- .
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tities, ivory, chalk, bamboos, wax, tin,
sandal-wood, and nearly all the sugar
used in the country. Spices are large-
ly imported from Bombay and the
Malabar coast to Corachie ; cowries
also come by this route, through
which horses are exported. The
horse trade is one of considerable
importance. A great number of
horses are annually sold in the
north of India, under the name of
Cabul horses, and in the west under
that of Candahar horses; but almost
the whole of these come from Tur-
kistan, No horsesare bred at Cabul,
except by men of property for their
own use, nor are the horses about
Candahar exported. Some fine horses
from the neighbourhood of Herat are
carried to other countries, but few
or none to India. A considerable
number of horses are exported from
Baloochistan, as are also some of the
fine breed found on both sides of the
Indus, in the county north of the salt
range. The great breeding country
in the Afghan dominious is Balk,
from which quarter, and from the
Turkoman country, lower down the
Oxus river, a great proportion of
the horses exported are brought.
There are two sorts of horses mostly
dealt in, one rather small but very
stout; the other much . larger, and
more valued on that account, al-

though not near. so-serviceable, ex~

cept -for war, when, owing to the
Asiatic mode of fighting, size is of
importance. The first are called
Toorkies or Uzbekies, the second
Turkomanies. The great marts are
Balk and Bokhara, where Toorkies
sell for from £5 to £20, and Turko-
manies from £20 to £100 each. Of
late years the exportation to India
has been rapidly decreasing, owing to
the extension of the British posses-

sions, where small bodies of disci-

Flined infantry ‘have been substituted
or large bodies of horse; and in
proportion as the circle of their de-
predations has been contracted, the
native armies have been also modi-
fied and diminished by a greater
admixture of infantry.

The origin of the term Afghan has
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never. been satisfactorily traced, but
it is probably of modern date, being
known to the Afghan nation only
through the medium of the Persian.
The name by which they designate
themselves 18 Pooshtoon, in the
plural Pooshtaneh, sometimes pro-
nounced Pooktauneh, whence pos-
sibly the word Patan, by which the
Afghans are known in India, may be
derived. By the Arabians they are
called Solimanee. They have no
general name for their country, but
sometimes apply the Persian one of
Afghanist’han. The namemost usually
applied to the whole country is Kho-
rassan, which is obviously incorrect.
The Afghans describe themselves as
having originally sprung in four divi-
sions, from the four sons of Kyse
Abouresheed, named Serrabun,
Ghoorghoosht, Betnee, and Kurleh,
from whom originate the innumerable
tribes, branches, and subdivisions
which at present exist. The term
Ooloos is applied either to a whole
tribe or to an independent branch,
the import of the word meaning a
sort of clannish commonwealth.
Khail means a band or assemblage,
and Zei means sons, Throughout
all the tribes, the clannish attachment
of the Afghans, unlike that of the
Scottish highlanders, is rather to the
community than to the chief, who has
‘but little power, and it is but rarely
that the personal interests of its
khan or chief will influence a tribe
to any action inconsistent with its
own interest or honour.

The general law of the empire is
that of Mahomed, but their peculiar
code is the Pooshtoon-Wallee, or
peculiar usages of the Afghans, which
authorizes the law of retaliation.
Slaves are common in Afghanistan,
mostly home-born, the rest imported.
Abyssinians and negroes are some-
times brought from Arabia; the Ba-
loochies sell Persians and other pri-
soners, and many Caffries are pur-
chased or made prisoners. The
-Caffrey prisoners are generally fe-
males, and much sought after on
account of their beauty. The Afghan
men are of robust make, generally
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lean, but strong and muscalar, with
high noses and cheek bones and
long faces. Their hair and beards
are generally black, sometimes brown,
but rarely red. The western Afghans
are stouter than those of the east,
and some are of surprising strength
and stature, but in the aggregate not
so tall as the British nations. Their
manners are frank and open, but
entirely free from the affectation of
military pride and ferocity, so disgust~
ing among the Patans of India. By
the Persians the Afghans are accused
of barbarism and stupidity, because
they want the subtlety and mendacity
of the former, and are remarkable

.among eastern nations for their ve-

racity. Their ruling passion is the
love of gain,and hoarding a favourite
system with all classes, the influence
of money being nearly unbounded.
They are proud of their descent, and
great supporters of genealogies. To
their immediate dependents they are
kind, but the reverse to those who
are under them, without any personal
connexion, on which account the
more remote provinces which they
have subduedl,’ such as Cashmere,
suffer greatly from their rapacity.
Their vices are those of revenge,
envy, avarice, rapacity, and obsti
nacy; but on the other hand they
are fond of independence, faithful to
each other, kind to their iinmediate
dependents, hospitable, brave, hardy,
frugal, laborious, prudent, and are on
the whole, at least in their native
country, much less debauched, vo-
luptuous, and dishonest, than their
neighbours the Hindostanees and
Persians.

The above favourable character,

‘however, must in a great degree be

restricted to the inhabitants of the
country, for the greater part of the
sedentary town population are not
Afghans. No genuine Afghan ever
keeps a shop, or exercises any han-
dicraft trade, these vocations being
mostly occupied by Tajiks (whose
language is Persian) and Hindikies,
a people of Indian origin, The only
Afghans who reside in great towns
are great men and their followeérs,
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soldiers, moollahs, a few who follow
commerce, and some of -the very
poorest who work as labourers. The
prohibition in the Koran against true
believers taking interest for money,
devolves most of the banking busi-
ness on the Hindoos, for which,
from their cautious and penurious
habits, they are admirably suited,
The Tajiks of Afghanistan are every
where remarkable for their use of

fixed habitations, and their disposi-

tion to agriculture, and other sta-
tionary occupations. They compose
the principal part of the population
round Cabul, Candahar, Ghizni, He-
rat, and Balk, but there are few in the
wild parts of the country. The
whole number in the Cabul dominions
has beerr estimated at about 1,500,000
persons. The Hindikies are more
numerous than the Tajiks, and all of
‘Indian descent; their language is a
kind of Hindostany, resembling the
Punjaubdialect. Brahminical Hindoos
are found all over Cabul, especially
in the towns, where they carry on the
trade of brokers, merchants, bankers,
goldsmiths, and grain sellers, They
are almost all of the Khetri (military
tribe, yet none follow the marti
profession, and they are by no means
strict in their adherence to the Brah-
minical doctrines of purity and im-
purity.

The food of the common people
is leavened bread, rice, flesh, vegeta-
bles, sometimes cheese, and after-
wards dried curds. Provisions are
very cheap, and fruit so abundant,
that in the city of Cabul grapes are
dear when they sell for more than
one farthing per pound. Nuts of all
sorts are in profusion ; vegetables are
low-priced, as are also coriander
seeds, turmeric, and ginger. In the
Cohistan or hilly country, the chief
subsistence of the people is derived
from their numerous plantations of
mulberry trees, the fruit of which is
dried in the sun, then ground to
flour, and afterwards made into bread.
It has been calculated that the pro-
duce of an acre of mulberries will
support.a greater number of persons
than one under regular tillage.

- AFGHANISTAN.

The Afghan nation being composed
of the aggregate of many different
tribes, cannot be properly described
without particularly referring to each
distinct body; but these divisions
are so minute and extended that it ’s
impossible even to enumerate the.n,
and in point of strength and popu-
lation, each tribe fluctuates 08t
annually. In 1809, those of the most
importance were the

urranies (formerly the Abdallies),

Ghiljies, :

Yusephzeis,

Deggauns,

Kizzlebashes (of Persian origin),

Turkolanies,

Khyberies,

Bungish,

Otman khail,

Khuttuks,

Delazauks,

Momunds,

Vizieries,

Wurducks,

Caukers, and

Naussers.
The Hazarehs and Eimauks, who now
inhabit what is supposed to have been
the original Afghan country, differ
entirely from that nation in appear-
ance, language and manners, but
bear a strong resemblance to the
Toorky tribes in their neighbour-
hood. The king is the natural head
of the Durranies, the strongest, brav-
est, and most civilized tribe ; but he

Durranies,

is obliged to pay 5!'eat attention to

the wishes of the different clans that
compose it. The tribes that inhabit
the north-eastern quarter, enclosed
between the Hindoo Cosh mountains
and the Indus, the salt range and the
range of Soliman, are comprehended
under the general name of Ber Dur-
ranies, first given them by Ahmed
Shah. They are mostly agricultural,
but subdivided into numerous little
societies. The Durranies had for-
merly the name of Abdallies, until it
was changed to Durranies by Ahmed
Shah, in consequence of the dream
of a famous saint at Chamkunee, and
upon this event he assumed the title
of Shah Dooree Dooraun. Of all
the clans into which this tribe is par-



AFGHANISTAN.

titioned, the Populzei is the most
eminent, and of this clan the Sud-
dozei fills the throne, and is held
peculiarly sacred.

The upper corner of Afghanistan,
north of the Cabul river, and west of
the Indus, is occupied by the Yu-
sephzei tribe, who also inhabit the
country among the hills named Be-
neer, Sewad, and Punjcora; some
of this tribe extend to the Indus.—
They have possessed the countries
they now inhabit 300 years, but came
originally from the west about Gairah
and Nooshky. The territory was
then possessed by the Delazauks, who
were gradually expelled or extermi-
nated by the Yusephzeis. At pre-
sent the latter are a very numerous
tribe, separated into many little com-
munities, chiefly under an apparently
democratic constitution, and not-
withstanding their turbulence and
internal discord, their country is well
cultivated, and their villages and
water-courses in excellent condition.
A renowned saint of their own tribe
is said to have left them a blessing
and a curse, that “they should al-
ways be free but never united.” In
consequence of their interminable
feuds, there is scarcely a man of any
note, who is not constantly on the
watch for his life. In every village
men are seen clad in armour, and
others are surrounded by hired sol-
diers. Each injury produces fresh
retaliations, hence ambuscades, sud-
den attacks in the streets, murder in
their houses, with the consequent dis-

" trust, alarm, and confusion. It is not
possible to enumerate all the little
republics of the Yusephzeis indepen-
dent of each other. The whole popu-
lation has been estimated at 700,000
persons, but more than half of these
are the mere peasantry (here named
Fakeers) who labour for the Yuseph-
zeis. These Fakeers have the liberty
of removing from the lands of one
master to those of another, and even
to a distinct community, which privi-
lege is their main protection against
oppression.

he crown of Cabul is hereditary
in that branch of the Suddozei family
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which is descended from Ahmed Shah
Abdalli, but there is no fixed rule for
its descending to the eldest son. The
whole of the royal family, except
those especially favoured by the
reigning sovereign, are imprisoned
in the upper citadel of Cabul city,
where they are well treated but strict-
ly confined. The kin%s title is Shahy
Dooree Dooraun. He has the ex-
clusive privile,f‘e of coining, and is
prayed for in the khootbeh, a part of
the religious service of the Mahome-
dans. He has the right of making
peace and declaring war, but cannot
cede any portion of the territory
occupied by the Afghan tribes, who
have generally shewn no desire for
western conquests; and it was a
death-bed injunction of Ahmed Shah
to avoid attacking the Uzbeks, whom
hedesignated “a hive without honey.”

Indeed the majority of the Afghan

tribes meddle little with external
politics, and possess but scanty in.
formation regarding the neighbouring
states, having no news-writers as in
Hindostan, and but few ambassadors.
The general administration is con-
ducted by the King with the assistance
of the Great Vizier, who ought to be
selected from the clan of Baumzei.
Next to the Vizier are the head se-
cretary (the Moonshee Bashi), the
superintendent of the intelligence
department (Harcarah Bashi), and
the commandant of punishments or
public executioner (Nasukher Bashi).
The station of Arz Beggee was here-
ditary in the family of Akram Khan.
The duty of this functionary is to
repeat in an audible voice to the
king, any thing that is said by his
subjects when admitted to the pre-
sence, and his office it may be sup-
posed is of considerable importance.

The whole kingdom in 1809 was
subdivided into twenty-seven pro-
vinces, eighteen of which had each a
separate governor or hakim, who col-
lected the revenue and commanded
the militia, and a surdar or general
who commanded the regulars, but
sometimes both of these offices were
united. The eighteen provinces thus
administered were Herat, Furrah,
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* Candahar, Ghizni, Cabul, Bamian,
‘Ghoorebund, Jellalabad, Lughman,
‘Peshawer, Dera Ismael -Khan, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Shekarpoor, Sewee,
Sinde, Cashmere, Chuch Hazareh,
Leia and Mooltan, some of which at
present are totally separated from the
Afghan dominions, and others under
but little control. In settled times
the revenue of Cabul was formerly
reckoned at near three millions per
‘annum, but the real revenue seldom
exceeded two millions, and of this a
large proportion was assigned .away
in military jaghire. :

In the cities justice is administered
by the cauzies, the mufti, the ameeni
mekemeh, and the darogah of the
adawlut. In the country the land-
holders were answerable for the po-
lice, which in most parts is very bad.
‘The established army (before the
existing anarchy) consisted of Dur-
ranies, Gholaumi Shahs,besides which
there was a sort of militia named
‘Eeljauree. The condnct of the Dur-
ranies (the ruling tribe) in their wars,
conyeys a very mean idea of their
military character. Their armies
‘were always very small, seldom ex-
ceeding ten thousand men of a side,
and these ill paid and disobedient.
‘The victory was usually decided by
'some person of consequence going
‘over to the enemy, on which the
greater part of the army dispersed,
‘or followed his example. Even when
the battle was decided by the sword
there was little bloodshed, and that
chiefly among the great khans who
were interested in the result, the
common soldiers shewing much in-
difference as to theissue.

The language of the Afghans is
‘named the Pushtoo; but its origin
is-unknown, as alarge portion of the
words cannot be traced to any of the
ancient languages, although Sir Wil-
liam Jones considered it to be a dia-
lect of the scriptural-Chaldaic. For
writing they use the Persian alphabet,
and generally the Nush character;
but as they have some sounds not
expressible by auy Persian letter,
they denote’ these by adding a dis-
tinctive mark or point to the Persian
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letter, which approaches nearest in
sound. In a specimen of the Lord’s
Prayer in the Pushtoo, the mission.
aries could scarcely trace four words
to the Sanscrit, although half of them
were quite familiar as being current
in the Hindostany. It is conse-
quently evident that the languages
derived from the Sanscrit end in the
west at Afghanistan, which idea is
confirmed by the Baloochy dialect to
the south of that region. The Push-
too, though rough, is a manly lan-
guage, and not unpleasing to an ear
accustomed to the oriental tongues.
None of the famous authors in this
dialect are more than one century
and a half old, and there are pro-
bably no books in the language more
than twice that antiquity, their lite-
rature being mostly of Persian origin,
Their pure authors are chiefly writers
on theology and law; but they have
also several histories of particular
periods of their own transactions.
The books written in Pushtoo, how-
ever, are not to be relied on as giving
any standard of the national learning,
Persian being still the language in
which all scientific works are com-
posed.

The manners of the Afghan tribes
differ according as their habits are
stationary or migratory., The dwel-
lers in tents are chiefly found in the
west, much the larger portion of the
eastern Afghans living in houses, and
circumstances render it probable that
all over the empire the erratic tribes
are diminishing, no voluntary migra-
tion of a tribe from one distant station
to another having taken place for
above a century. The commonest
houses are built of brick, one story
high, and roofed, either with terraces
or low cupolas, supported by beams.
There are neither wheeled carriages
nor palanquins in the country, both
sexes travelling on horses and camels.
One of the most distinguished charac-
teristics of the Afghans is their hos-
pitality, for which they are justly
famous, it being considered a point
of national honour. The greatest
affront an Afghan can receive is to
have his guest carried off. They are
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remarkable for their rapacity and
predatory habits, and will next day,
if they meet him at a distance, plun-
der the individual they have before
hospitably entertained. They acquire
their wives by purchase, and among
them, as'among the ancient Jews, it
is thought incumbent on the brother
of the deceased to marry his widow.

With respect to religion, the Af-
ghans are all of the Sooni sect of
Mahomedans, which acknowleges the
three first Caliphs as the lawful suc-
cessors of Mahomed, and opposed
to the Shiahs, who reject the ‘three
first Caliphs as usurpers of the right
of Ali, the nephew of the prophet,
and fourth of his successors. A bit-
ter enmity between these two sects
is the consequence; and the un-
learned portion of the Afghans cer-
tainly consider a Shiah as more of
an infidel than a Hindoo, yet all the
numerous Persians in the country
are Shiahs, and many of them hold
bigh offices in the state and house-
hold. Another remarkable sect in
-Afghanistan is that of the Sophies,
which ought perhaps to be considered
rather as a sect of mystified philoso-
phers, than mere sectarians in reli-
gion. This class gains ground among
the higher orders, and such of the
‘Moullahs as are dabblers in general
literature, to whose taste its mysteries
and obscure sublimity is admirably
suited. Another sect, named the
"Zukkies from Moullah ZukKki, its first
patron, hold doctrines hostile to all
revelagion and the belief of a future
‘state, and are said practically to illus-
trate their doctrines by the depravity
of their lives. - The Roushunea sect
was very prevalent in the sixteenth
century, but is now nearly extinct.
It was founded in the reign of the
-emperor Acber, by Bajazet Ansari,
named by his enemies, the apostle of
darkness, in derision to the title of
Pecree Roushun, the apostle of

light, which he had assumed.

Like many other eastern nations,
the Afghans hold their burial-grounds
in high veneration, naming them the
cities of the dead. These they peo-
ple with the ghosts of the departed,
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each sitting at the head of his .own
grave, although invisible to mortal
eyes. They also pry into futurity by
astrological and geomantic calcula-
tions, and by all kinds of divination
and sortilege. - The most approved
modes, however, of discovering the
arrangements of providence, are either
by examining the blade-bone of a
sheep, held up to the light, or by
opening at random the Koran or the
Poems of Hafiz. - .

The Afghans assert that they are
déscended from.Afghan, the son of
Irmia or Birkia, the son of Saul,
king of Israel. The early. Mahome-
dan chronicles wention Rajas of Ca-
bul ; but this proves no fact, as the
same writers call the Hindoos Gue-
bres, and apply the term rajah with-
out sufficient discrimination. The
first substantial tradition of the
Afghans begins in A.D. 997, when

‘Sebuctaghi, a Tartar officer, con-

quered Afghanistan,and made Ghizni
its capital. His son, Mahmood,
greatly extended the limits of the
empire, and the dynasty lasted until
1159, from which period, until the
invasion of Tamerlane, the Afghan .,
history is involved in obscurity. In
1506, the emperor Baber seized on
Cabul and Ghizni; prior to his inva-
sion of Hindoostan. In 1720, the
Afghans conquered Persia, and took
Ispahan; but in 1737, their own
country was completely subjugated
by Nadir Shah. In 1747, Ahmed
Shah ab dalli, the founder of the
Durrany dynasty, was crowned at
Candahar; in 1773 he was succeeded
by his son Timour Shah, who died
in 1793. Zemaun Shah reigned
until 1800, when he was dethroned
by his brother Mahmood, who,
in 1803, was expelled by his bro-
ther Shuja, who was in his turn
expelled by Mahmood in 1809, and
sought refuge at Luddeaneh, where
he remained in 1817, with a pension
of 50,000 rupees per annum ; but in
1818, he became restless, and quitted

- his asylum in hopes of regaining the

uneasy crown. Meantime Runjeet
Singh, the Seik chief of Lahore,
availing himself of the existing con-



16

fusion, in 1819-20, conquered Pesha-
wer, the modern Afghan capital, and
the romantic valley of Cashmere.
In 1821, Shah Shuja returned from
the Karpoor to Luddeaneh, through
Sinde, Jesselmere, and Joudpoor,
after failing in attempt to recover his

throne by the aid of the Ameers of
Sinde. Great lenity was shewn him,
and his pension restored, although

he had offered to mortgage it to the
Rajah of Noorpoor, to raise funds
for his adventurous expedition, At
the same time a pension was settled
on his blind brother, Zemaun Shah,
at one period the sovereign of Af-
ghanisthan, and the terror of north-
western India. In 1826, the rival
kings, Mahmood and Shuja, were
equally fugitives; the first with his
son Camran at Herat; the last
within the British territories, The
Cabul country was then partition-
ed among the sons of Futteh Khan,
always at variance, and. Yar Ma-
homed Khan was actual ruler of
Peshawer, probably under the pro-
tection of Runjeet Singh, the tide of
conquest having rolled back for the
first time from east to west.—{( Elphin-
goﬂe, Foster, Public MS, Documents,

c.)

AFzuLGHUR.—A town and stout
ghurry in the province of Oude, si-
tuated in lat. 29° 28’ N., lon. 78° 40/

AcHA DEEP (Agha-dwipa). — A
small town in the province of Bengal,
where there is a celebrated image of
Krishna, much venerated by the
Hindoos.

PROVINCE OF AGRA.

This large division of Hindostan
proper is situated principally between
the 25th and 28th degrees of N. lat.
On the north it is bounded by the
province of Delhi, on the south by
that of Malwa; on the east are the
provinces of Oude and Allahabad,
and on the west that of Ajmeer. In
length it may be estimated at 250
miles by 180, the average breadth.
The principal modern geographical
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and political subdivisons are the
following :

1. Agra district.

2. The Doab.

3. The district of Etaweh.

4. The Furruckabad district.

5. Calpee, Gohud, and Gualior.

6. The Bhurtpoor territories.

7. Alvar and Macherry.

8. The Alighur district.

The surface of this province, to
the north-east of the jumna, is in
general flat and open, and rather
bare of trees; but to the south of
the Chumbul, and alse towards the
western frontier, it becomes more
hilly and jungly. The climate, for
the greater part of the year, is tem-
perate, and during the winter cool
during the nights ; but while the hot
winds prevail, as in other regions
subject to their influence, the heat is
intense, and the climate unhealthy,
especially in the jungly quarter ; but,
fortunately, their continuance is not
of very long duration. The chief
rivers of the province are the Gan-
ges, the Jumna, and the Chumbul,
besides many smaller streams, such
as the Sinde and Kohary ; but, upon
the whole, the country 1s but indiffe-
rently supplied with water, and de-
pends much on the periodical rains.
To the north of the Chumbul, and
on the western frontier, during the
dry season, except in the immediate
vicinity of the large rivers, which
flow with a perpetual current, water
for agricultural purposes is procured
from wells. A great proportion of
the cultivation .is consequently re-
stricted to such crops as do not, like
rice, require a redundant supply of
moisture.

Various streams have their sources
in the north-western hills, and during
the rains flow with a considerable
volume; but even then they do not
reach the Jumna, Chumbul, or any
large dep6t of water, being arrested
during their progress; either ab-
sorbed by the thirsty soil, or ab-
stracted by the husbandman for the
purposes of agriculture. The soil
of this province is particularly well
adapted for the cultivation of indigo
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cotton, and sugar, which might be
raised in any quantity, and the pro-
duction of which, in the British ter-
ritories, is annually fast-increasing.
In those subject to the native chiefs,
agriculture still meets with impedi-
ments, but nevertheless, during the
long tranquillity they have been com-
pelled to enjoy, has made con-
siderable advances. The Agra pro-
vince contains no peculiar mineral
productions, and the animals are
such as are usually found in other
quarters of Hindostan; but the
horses are reckoned much superior
to those reared further east, with
the exception of those bred in the
government studs at Tirhoot and
Ghazipoor. While describing the
local subdivisions into which the
province is partitioned, further par-
ticulars of this nature will be noticed.
The principal article manufactured
in the Agra province is coarse cot-
ton cloth, which was once largely
exported, but has latterly much de-
clined. The Bengal and Bahar pro-
vinces receive annually an importa-
tion of raw cotton, from the country
south of the Chumbul, by the route
of Kalpee; but a considerable por-
tion of it is the growth of Malwa,
and the former Maharatta tefritories
to the south-east of Agra. The
Doab, or territory included between
the Ganges and Jumna, which may
be termed the garden of the pro-
vince, exports indigo, sugar, and
cotton. The country to the north-
west of Agra, under the Rajas of
. Macherry, Bhurtpoor, and other
native chiefs, although ill supplied
with water, has latterly much im-
proved both in industry and cultiva-
tion. Upon the whole, the province
is but thinly populated, when com-
pared with Bengal, Bahar, Tanjore,
and the more flourishing of the Bri-
tish districts, and does not, probably,
in all its dimensions, contain more
than eight millions of inhabitants, of
which much the larger portion re-
side within the jurisdiction of the
British magistrates.
At present the chief native poten-
tates withinthe limits of the province
VOL, I.
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arethe Rajahs of Macherry and Bhurt-
poor ; but, besides these, it contains
petty independent chiefs, all under
the protection of the British govern-
ment, which preserves peace between
them, and arbitrates their differences.
All the country to the east of the
Jumna is directly under British au-
thority, and is managed by a regular
civil establishment, for the collection
of the revenue and administration of
justice. The tracts to the south of
the Chumbul, comprehending Gua-
lior, Gohud, Narwar, &c.;, with the
exception of the town and district of
Kalpee, are either in the possession
of, or tributary to Dowlet Row Sindia.

The chief towns in the Agra, be-
sides its capital, are Alvar, the capi-
tal of the Macherry Rajah; Bhurt-
poor, the capital of the Jauts ; Deeg,
another strong Jaut fortress; Ma-
thura, Bindrabund, Kanoje, Etawah,
Gualior, Gohud, Kalpee, Narwar,
and Furruckabad. The natives are,
in general, a handsome, robust race
of men, and consist of a mixture of
Hindoos and Mahomedans, few of
the Seiks having come so far south.
A considerable number of the culti-
vators to the west of the Jumna are
Jauts, and the country of the Ma-
cherry Rajah contains many Mewat-
ties, long noted for their thievish
propensities. The Hindoo religion
is still predominant, although the
country has been (until recently)
permanently subject to Mahomedan
princes since the thirteenth century,
Pagodas are numerous, and mosques
rare, while the Rajpoot and Brah-
minical races prevail among the pea-
santry. The woods and jungles are
full of peacocks, another symptom of
Hindooism ; and most of the names
are followed by the affix of Singh,
which ought to be peculiar to the
Rajpoots of noble descent; but all
the Jauts assume it without cere-
mony, as do also the Seiks, who,
being apostates from the Brahminical
faith, have still less claim to such a
distinction. The language of com-
mon intercourseis the Hindostany ;
but the Persian (for which English
might now be substituted) is used for

c
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ublic and official documents, and

i1s also spoken in conversation by
the higher classes of Mahomedans.
The Bruj dialect is spoken round the
city of Agra, and extends to the
Vindhya mountains. In the words
of the Lord’s prayer in this lan-
guage, twenty-eight correspond with
those occurring in the Bengalese and
Hindostany specimens, besides two
or three Sanscrit words of frequent
recurrence in the Bengalese. The
ancient language of Kanoje, the ca-
pital of upper Hindostan, at the
period of the first Mahomedan inva-
sion, is thought by Mr. Colebrooke
to form the basis of the modern Hin-
dostany. :

In the remote ages of Hindoo
antiquity this province must have
formed a very important division of
Hindostan, as it contained Kanoje,
Mathura, and Bindrabund, the seats
of their most famous empires, and
still among the most venerated places
of pilgrimage. The city of Agra is
supposed to have been the birth-
place of the Avatar, or incarnation
of Vishnu, under the name of Parasu
Rama, whose conquests extended to
and included Ceylon. After the
Mahomedan invasion it followed the
fate of Delhi, and during the reign
of Acber, as containing the tempo-
rary metropolis, was the leading pro-
vince of the empire. Subsequent to
the death of Aurengzebe in 1707, it
was alternately possessed and ra-
vaged by the Jauts, Maharattas, and
diferent commanders deputed from
Delhi to restore peace and the im-
perial authority, neither of which
they were ever able to effect. One
of thelatter, Nadjiff Khan, governed
the districts north of the Chumbul
from 1777 until his death, indepen-
dent of all control from the Delhi
sovereign. (A4bul Fazel, Scott, Cole-
brooke, Missionaries, Wilford, &c.)

Acra DistricT. — The modern
district of Agra joins the Delhi di-
vision a short distance north of
Kosee, and extends along the banks
of the Jumna to its junction with
the Chumbul. On the west it is
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bounded by the pergunnahs of Deeg,
the Bhurtpoor territories, and the
pergunnahs of Dholpoor, Barree,
and Rajakera. That portion si-
tuated between the Chumbul and
the Jumna is a table land, elevated
above the beds of both rivers about
sixty feet, and composed of a light
soil. In many parts, during the dry
season, the tanks, streams, and ri-
vulets are without water, which, for
agricultural and domestic purposes,
is procured from wells. Cultivation
in this district, when compared with
its condition in the Company’s old
provinces, has made but little pro-
gress. The waste lands are very
extensive, and a portion of them
might, without injustice, be set aside
for the maintenance of watchmen,
or of any other public measure.
This backward state of the agricul-
ture is in a great measure to be as-
cribed to its locality,mnd the peculiar
political relations in which it is cir-
cumstanced ; the contiguity of inde-
pendent states, separated in many
parts from the British territories by
an imaginary boundary, and inha-
bited by tribes long noted for their
habits of rapine, such as the Me-
watties and Buddicks, who, after
committing crimes within the limits
of Agra, find a secure asylum for
their persons and plunder in the ad-
jacent native states, or among the
defiles and ravines which intersect
the southern portion of this division.

The jurisdiction of Chata contains
175 villages, and is bounded by that
of Delhi, by the dominions of the
Nabob Ahmed Buksh Khan, and by
Bhurtpoor. The inhabitants of this
tract have been, from timeimmemo-
rial, most notorious robbers, and it
is only within these fifteen years that
their roads could be passed with any
degree of safety. This predatory dis-
position, in addition to the facilities
afforded by its frontier position, and
much jungle between the villages, re-
quires a more than ordinary share of
vigilance and vigour on the part of
the magistrate to retain the tract in
tolerable subordination. Kosee is a
place of consequence, wealth, and
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commercial importance. Nundgaow
and Bursana are places of considera-
ble resort, owing to the opinion en-
tertained by the Hindoos of their
sanctity; but the inhabitants of the
first and those of Muchhoe have
long had an evil reputation, and the
latter being situated on the banks of
the Jumna, its natives have fallen
under the suspicion of exercising their
ingenuity and activity in transterring
the property of their meighbours in
the Alighur division to their own
respective dwellings.

Sonk is a town of considerable size
on the immediate frontier of the dis-
trict. Hurbola, is situated on the
high road to Mathura. Between Se-
cundra, near Agra, and Gaowghaut
the country is barren, with much
jangle, affording no pretection to tra-
vellers, but extremely well adapted
for the concealment of thieves. All
is immediately on the Bhurtpoor
frontier, and much exposed. The
neighbourhood of Jet, lying between
Bindrabund and Choumaher, is fa-
mous for the bad character of its in-
habitants, who too frequently avail
themselves of the conveniences af-
forded the neighbouring ravines
and jungles. The Hindoo sanctuaries
of Mathura and Bindrabund are two
populous towns, where for security,
and to promote an improved system
of police, gates have been erected at
the principal entrances, and at the
heads of the streets and alleys. Prior
to 1812, an attempt was made to in-
duce the zemindars to retain a num-
ber of watchmen, in proportion to
the magnitude of their different vil-
lages, but the burthen being found by
experience Ereater than their re-
sources could bear, the establishment
was ultimately abandoned. In the
section of the police division conti-
guous to the lands of Rajah Keeruth
Singh, a strong police is required;
yet in 1812 the only police officer
entertained was a Belahur, whose
duty it was to report to the head of
the tannah the occurrences of his
village ; and even this functionary
eomplained that his wages were not
paid with due punctuality.
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The prevailing crime in the A,
district is that of robbery on tgl::
highway; and the connivance of the
zemindars with the robbers, although
difficult of direct proof, is an article
of universal belief. The presumption
is greatly strengthened when the con-
dition of the country prior to its
eoming under the British government
is considered. At that period the
zemindars openly sheltered thieves,
and shared their plunder; and as the

ctice avowedly continues in the
immediate neighbourhood, the pro-
bability amounts almost toa certainty.
The land revenue yielded by this dis-
trict in 1804 did not exceed 8,500,000
rupees, although by Sindia’s minis-
ters it had been estimated at thirteen
lacks. It was then held by Colonel
Hessing, the commandant of Agra, as
Jaidad. In 1813, the Agra district
was said to contain 1,222,667 cutcha
or small begas of land in cultivation,
assessed at 1,425,802 rupees, or one
rupee two annas per bega of 1,600
square yards; 330,807 begas fit for
agriculture, and 902,740 begas en-
tirely waste—(R. Turner, Public
MS. Documents, the Marquis of Has-
tings, &c.)

Acra (or Acberabad ).—Thecapital
of the preceding province, commo-
diously situated on the south west
side of the Jumna, which in the month
of June s here half a mile broad, and
never fordsble at any time; lat, 27°
11N, lon, 77° 53’ E. The houses of
modern Agra like those of Benares
consist of several stories, and the
streets with the exception of that lead~
ing from the fort to the Mathura gate,
which is handsome for an Indian city,
so narrow as scarcely to admit of &
palanquin; butmuch the greater part
of this once flourishing city is now s
heap of ruins and almost uninhabited.
Six miles to the north, at Secundra, is
the mausoleum of the Emperor Ac-
ber. From the summit of the mina-
ret in front of it, the spectator’s eye
may range over a great circuit of
country, not less than thirty miles in
a direct line. The whole of this space
is ﬂa;, and filled with the ruins.of

c
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ancient grandeur; at a distance the
Jumna is seen, and the glittering
towers of Agra. The fort is large,
and strongly built of a red kind of
hard sandstone, brought from the
quarries at Futtehpoor. It hasa ditch
of great depth, and double rampart,
the inner one being of an enormous
height, with bastions at regular dis-
tances.

This city was gl;'eatly enlarged and
embellished by the Emperor Acber,
who made it his capital, and it had
also the honour of being the birth-
place of Abul Fazel, his prime minis-
ter. In 1813, a pension of fifty ru-

per month was granted by the
Eiie:ish government to Mustapha Khan,
a resident here, and the reputed li-
neal descendant of that meritorious
vizier. During the prevalence of the
Gallo-Maharatta power in Hindustan,
the pension to this individual had
been reduced to the miserable pit-
tance of fifteen rupees per annum,

The most remarkable edifice in mo-
dern Agra is the Tauje Mahal, built
of marble, greatly resembling that of
Carrara, and erccted by the Empe-
ror Shah Jehan for the celebrated

11. p.21 Noor Jehan Begum. This edifice, with

Uy
fq.p.

its light minars, its great gateway,
mosque, and Jumaut' Khana, forms
the most exquisite group of oriental
architecture in existence, and al-
though the more costly mosaics, of
twelve different sorts of stone, with-
in the mausoleum, have been partially
despoiled of their riches, the general
beauty of their structure remains to
this day perfectly unimpared. The
gardens which occupy the great area
in front are adorned with rows of cy-
presses, and enlivened with fountains,
which are still kept in order at the
public expense, and ssually play on
Sunday evenings. Besides the Tauje
Mahal and the apartments of the im-
perial palace, there is a small white
marble mosque of singular purity of
design, named the Mootee Musjeed,
or pearl mosque, which with the Jum-
na Musjeed, the great chowk conti-
guous to the principal gate of the fort,
" and the tomb of Etimaud ud Dowlah,

)
a /dl% on the opposite bank of the Jumna,
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with its delicate marble Jettice-work
and fantastic party-coloured mosaics,
are remarkable structures. There is
also an old Roman Catholic college
still subsisting in the neighbourbood,
but in a decayed condition. In 1814,
one lack of rupees had been expended
by the British government in the re-
pairs of the Tauje and the Emperor
Acber’s mausoleum at Secundra ; but
in India, owing to the nature of the
climate, the luxuriant vegetation, and
other causes, undertakings of this sort
may be described as never ending,
still beginning. The tomb of Kun-
dehree Begum, another of Shah Je-
han’s wives, has not been so fortunate,
for while that of her rival has been
repaired and adarned at a vast ex-
pense, the other is polluted by the

resence of a court of justice, which

olds its sittings there.

The extensive ruins which surround
Agra, added to the celebrity of its
name, probably gave rise to the exag-
gerated idea entertained of its present
magnitude and population ; the por-
tion of the town, however, which is
inhabited is comprehended within a
very small compass. It does not ap-
gear that any enumeration of the in-

abitants has ever been made, but if
the amount of the town duties on the
import of grain for their consumption,
compared with. Furguckabad and Ba-
reilly, may be taken as any criterion,
the inference would be that Agra is
the least populous of the whole. In
1813 these duties for Agra were
16,251 ; for Furruckabad 22,000 ru-
pees; and for Bareilly 22,101 rupees.
The present number of inhabitants is
probably within sixty thousand, but
this number may eventually be ex-
pected greatly to increase, from the
facility Agra affords to the commerce
of western Hindostan, which is al-
ready very great, as will appear from
the duties paid into the treasury on
account of duties received at the cus-
tom-house, viz. in 1812-13, 673,006
and in 1813-14, 922,157 rupees. In
1818 the increase of duties, in conse-
quence of the tranquillization of Raj-
pootana, was such that the customs of
Agra exceeded those of the preceding



AHMEDNUGGUR.

year by 130,000 rupees, and they have
since continued progressively to in-
crease.

Agra with the rest of the province
fell under the sway of Madhajee Sin-
dia, and continued in the possession
of the Maharattas until 1803, when it
surrendered to the British army under
Lord Lake. Among the ordnance
captured here was one enormous
piece, weighing about 96,000 pounds,
which Lord Lake endeavoured to
float down as a trophy to Calcutta,
with thé view of having it afterwards
sent to England, but it broke through
the frame of the raft, and sunk in the
sands'of the river, where it in all pro-
bability still remains. It is not known
by whom it was fabricated. Agra, soon
after its capture, was made the head
quarters of a civil establishment for
the administration of justice and col-
lection of the revenue, subordinate to
the Bareilly court of circuit. A stron
garrison is maintained in the fort an
military cantonments, and the interior
of the fortifications have been much
improved, both as to arrangement and
cleanliness. The higher parts of the
fort are from fifty to sixty feet above
the level of the river, and as it s filled
with buildings of brick, stone, and
marble, the heat is excessive.—( Ful-
larton, R. Turner, Ker, Sir D. Och-
lerlony, &c.) $s.4ce St

AHMEDABAD.—A British district in
the province of Gujerat, established
about the year 1817, when the Saber-
matty river was fixed on as the
boundary between the zillah of Ah-
medabad and the eastern zillah north
of the Myhie. Besides the geogra-
phical advantage of this division a
marked difference was discovered in
the habits, manners, customs, and
even languages of the people on the
east and western sides. In 1819, the
average of the land jumma was Ru.
pees 11,36277; in 1820, Rupees
11,72,331.

AHMEDABAD.—An ancient city in
the province of Gujerat, of which it
was the Mahomedan capital, situated
on the banks of the Sabermatty,
which washes its walls. Lat, 23° 1/
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N., lon. 72° 42 E. It is mentioned.
by Sidi Ali in the journal of his tra-
vels overland from Gujerat to Con-
stantinople, A.D. 1554.

This was formerly a large city, cele-
brated for its mosques, minarets, edi-
fices and manufactures ; but prior to
1820, the heavy and vexatious muni-
cipal duties exacted by the Maharat-
tas had reduced it from one of the
most opulent and commercial to one
of the most miserable cities in the

-East. During their government a tax

was levied on every luxury and ne-
cessary, from the gold kincob to the
wretched bundle og fire-wood or vege-
tables, either brought into or sent out
ofthe city. On its acquisition from the
Peshwa in 1818, the British govern-
ment abolished all these extortionsand
simplified the collections, establishing
an ad valorene duty of £2}. per cent.
on indigo, raw silk, &c., wholly ex-
empting all articles of consumption,
but augmenting the ordinary imposts
on opiam and tobacco. Besides these
alterations all restriction on the tran-

sit of the agricultural products of the

British territories through the district

were entirely removed. This city
suffered greatly from the earthquake

in 1819, but even then its population

was roughly estimated at 100,000

souls, and it probably has not since

diminished. Travelling distance from

Bombay 321 miles; from Poona 389 ;

from Delhi 610; and from Calcutta by

Oojein 1,234 miles.—(Public MS.

Documents, Carnac, Rennell, &c.)

AnMEDNUGGUR.-2A city and for-
tress in the modern province of
Aurungabad, to which it formerly
gave its own appellation; lat. 19° 5’ N,
lon. 74° 55’ E. B

After the dissolution, of the Bha- -
menee empire of the Deccan, Ahmed
Nizam Shah established the inde-
pendent state of Ahmednuggur,
about the year A.D.1489; in 1493
he laid the foundation of this town,
and made it his capital. He died
in 1508.

Bourahan Shah died in 1553.

Hossein Nizam Shah in 1565.

Morteza Nizam Shah became in-
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sane’ and was murdered by his son
Meeraun Hossein, A.D. 1487.

Meeraun Hossein was assassinated
after a reign of two months and
three days. :

Ismael Shah was taken prisoner
and confined by his father, after &
short reign.

Boorahan Shah died in 1594.

Tbrahim Shah, having reigned
four months, was killed in battle.

Bahadur Shah, an infant, was taken
prisoner by the Moguls, and confined
for life in the fortress of Gualior,
and with him ended the Nizam Shahy
dynasty of Ahmednuggur, about the
year 1600. Nominal sovereigns of
this family existed at Dowletabad
until 1634, when it being also taken,
the Nizam Shahy dominions became
a province of the Mogul empire un-
der the name of Aurungabad.

Ahmednuggur followed the fate of
the Delhi empire until the death of
Aurengzebe in 1707, when it was at
a very early period seized on by the
Mabharattas, and continued to forma
portion of the Peshwa’s dominions
until 1797, when Dowlet Row Sindia
compelled the Peshwa to cede this
important fortress with the sur-
rounding district, by which cession
he not only obtained the command
of the city of Poona, but also the
best entrance into the territories of
the Peshwa and of our ally the Ni-
sam. In 1803 it was taken by the
army under General Wellesley, and
ceded to the British by Dowlet Row
Sindia, at the treaty of peace con-
cluded on the 30th December 1803,
with the view of being ultimately
restored to the Peshwa.

The existing fort is entirely of
stone, of an oval shape, and about a
mile in circumference, with a great
many round towers, and a glacis (a
vain precaution in native forts), to
cover such parts of the base of the
wall as are exposed. The ditch is
deep and broad, and ‘the whole area
within is vaulted for stores. The
city stands about half a mile from the
fort, and is also enclosed by a stone
wall, and contains a handsome qua-
drangular chowk, and several to-
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lerably well-built streets. The prin-
cipal edifices in the vicinity are, an
ancient palace of the Ahmednuggur
sultans, a massy pile surrounded by
a magnificent moat faced by solid
masonry, supplied by a cascade of
clear water from the adjacent hills ;
and the mausoleum of Salabut Jung,
situated on the top of a mountain.
At present Ahmednuggur is the head
station of a civil establishment, and
in 1820 was estimated to contain
20,000 inhabitants, exclusive of the
garrison.

Travelling distance from Poona,
83 miles; from Bombay by Poona,
181; from Hyderabad, 335; from
Oojein,365; from Nagpoor,403; from
Delhi, 830 ; and from Calcutta, 1,119
miles.—(Scott, Fullarton, Ferishta,
glalcolm, Fitzclarence, Elphinstone,

c.)

AnuepNUGGUR —A  British  dis-
trict in the province of Aurungabad,
composed of conquests made from
the Peshwa in the war of 1818. In
1821 the total extent of land in this
collectorate was 5,999,000 begas, of
which 3,748,000 were stated to be
lost in rivers, rocks, hills, or in-
cluded in enams (charity lands ex-
empted from the revenue assess-
ment), leaving 2,249,000 begas of
arable land in the hands of govern-
ment. The total number of villages
under the collector’s superintendence
was 2,647; of which 156 were
enam, 198 renewed serinjammy,
179 belonged to Sindia and his de-
pendants, eighty to Holkar and his
dependents, forty-four to the Nizam,

. and twenty-five recently assigned in

jaghire, leaving 1,963 in the hands
of government. The jumma or as-
sessment to the land revenue was
2,169,248 rupees; but the net clear
revenue, after deducting charges, was
only 1,280,762 rupees.

The Ahmednuggur district is one
of the most elevated and temperate
regions of the Deccan, but is scantily
peopled, having fallen into decay
after the war and famine of 1803-4,
aggravated by the more recent des-
truction caused by the epidemic. The
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neighbourhood of the capital, how-
ever, has greatly recovered, and in
1820 presented an extensive sheet
of the richest cultivation. —(Pot-
tinger, Fullarton, &c.)

. AameDPOOR.—A town in the pro-
vince of Orissa, eleven miles south
from Juggernaut., Long. 85° 54’ E.,
lat. 19° 58’ N.

Aumoop (Amod).—A town and
pergunnah in the province of Gu-
jerat, twenty miles N. by W. from
Broach. Lat. 22°%, lon. 73° ¢’ E.
The soil here is generally a rich
black earth, suitable for cotton, rice,
wheat, and a great variety of Indian
grains.—( Forbes, &c.)

Anmupag (or Moddha).—A large
fortified village in Bundlecund, thirty-
two miles south from Banda.

Aizecca.—A small town in the
province of Travancore, having a
bar harbour, 115 miles N.W. from
Cape Comorin, lat.9° 77 N., lon. 76°
39’ E. Lime is burned here from
muscle and oyster shells, immense
uauntities of which are found in
the neighbouring salt lakes.—(Fra.
Paolo, &c.)

Arou Bapa.—A Papuan isle five
miles in circumference, surrounded
by a cluster of smaller ones, and
situated to the north of Wageeoo.
Lat. 0° 24’ N,,lon. 131° 10/ E.

The inhabitants of Aiou Baba are
mostly Papuas, with bushy frizzled
hair. They cultivate little, having
plenty of fish and turtle, which they
barter at Wageeoo for sago. They
also sell tortoise-shell and bicke-de-
mar to the Chinese traders, and oc-
casionally birds of paradise are also
to be purchased here. These islands
formerly were nominally subject to
the Sultan of Tidore.—( Forrest, &c.)

Amrvacorra.~—A small town in
the Coimbatoor district, the resi-
dence of a Poligar, pleasantly si-
tuated on the banks oF the Nagajee
river, about twenty miles E. by S.
from Daraporam.

~ A1TE.—A small town in the pro-
vince of Agra, eighteen miles S.5.W.
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from Jaloun. Lat. 25° 54’ N,, lon.

79° 12’E.

AJMEER, or RAJPOOTANA.

. (Rajputana).—This large province
issituated in the centre of Hindostan,
between the 24th and 31st degrees
of north latitude. To the north it
is bounded by the provinces of Mool~
tan, Lahore, and Delhi; on the
south by Gujerat and Malwa; on the
east it has Delhi and Agra; and
on the west Mooltan, including the
long principality of Sinde. In length
from north to south, this province
may be estimated at 350 miles hy
200 the average breadth. It is oc-
casionally named Marwar, but this
appellation ought properly to be re-
stricted to the Joudpoor territories.
The principal modern geographical
and territorial subdivisions are the
following, commencing from the
north :

1. The Bhatty country.

2. Bicanere,

3. The great Sandy desert.

4. Jesselmere.

5. Joudpoor.

6. Marwar.

7. Nagore.

8. Shekawatty.

9. Jeypoor.

10. Ajmeer district.
11. Harrowty.

12. Odeypoor.

13. Mewar.

14. Sarowy.

The soil of this province may well
be called sandy, as it is by Abul
Fazel, and its general appearance is
sufficiently dismal, a considerable
portion of it being absolute desert.
From the western frontier of the She-
kawutty country to Bahawulpoor, is
a distance of 280 miles, of which
only the last 100 miles south-west
from Bahawulpoor is wholly destitute
of inhabitants, water, and vegetation,
From Shekawutty frontier to Poogul,
a distance of 180 miles, the road is
over hills and valleys of loose sand.
These hillocks exactly resemble such
as are formed by the wind on the
sea-shore, but far exceeding them
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in height, reaching from twenty to
one hundred feet. They are said by
the natives to shift their position,
and to alter their shapes as the wind
blows. During the summer the pas-
sage of this portion of the desert is
dangerous, on account of the clouds
of moving sand; but i winter they
exhibit a greater degree of perma-
nence, and besides phoke, bear a
sort of grass, the thorny bushes of
the baubool, and the bair or jujube,
the aggregate presenting an appear-
ance somewhat resembling verdure,
Among these suffocating sand-hills
a miserable village is sometimes met
with, consisting of a few round straw
-huts, with low sides and conical roofs,
like little stooks of corn, surrounded
by hedges of dry thorny branches,
the whole extremely combustible.
Surrounding these abodes of misery
are a few fields, depending for mois-
ture on dews and the periodical rains,
cultivated with crops of the poorer
kinds of pulse, and of bajarry, or
the holcus spicatus, whicijl last is
raised with great difficulty. The
wells are often 300 feet deep, and
one in particular was found to be
345 feet; yet with this enormous
descent, some are only three feet in
diameter. An examination of the
strata penetrated would be a curious
and useful research. The water pro-
cured with so much trouble is always
brackish, unwholesome, and ex-
tremely small in quantity. Two bul-
locks working for one night can
always empty a well. These wells
are lined with masonry, and on the
occurrence of any exigence, by being
covered with boards heaped over
with sand, may be effectually con-
cealed by the natives from their ene-
mies, so that a scarcity of water is
at once a source of woe and pro-
tection. In the midst of these burn-
ing sands, the most juicy of all fruits,
the water melon, is found in asto-
nishing profusion, growing from a
small stalk not thicker than that of
the common melon, and attaining a
circumference of three and four feet.
The optical illusion, termed mirage
by the French, is common in this
desert, and deceives travellers with
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the appearance of extensive lukes
amidst parched and arid sands,
From Poogul to Bahawulpoor the
road is over a hard flat clay, which
sounds under the horses’ feet like a
board, and is wholly destitute of ve-
getation. Except the fort and pool
of Moujghur, and two wells sixteen
miles from Bahawulpoor, there is
neither water nor inhabitants to be
found, yet this is the road most fre-
quented by caravans, On approach-
ing within a few miles of Bahawul-
poor, the desert ceases all at once,
and a cultivated country, abounding
with trees and water, commences.
In some parts this desertis 400 miles
in breadth, and extends far beyond
the limits of Rajpootana. On the
north it reaches to the edge of the
Chinaub, where it is moderately fer-
tile; on the east it gradually mixes
with the cultivated parts of the Delhi
and Agra provinces, and on the south
is separated from the province of
Cutch by the enormous salt marsh
named the Runn. Such is the de-
scription of this desolate region,
which seems to be progressively ex-
tending, yet it is within the influence
of the periodical rains, which an-
nually pour a deluge on its thirsty
surface, where it is soon absorbed,
and, for want of population and in.
dustry, lost to the service of man.
The common inhabitants of the
desert are Jauts, the higher classes
Rhatore Rajpoots. The first are lit-
tle in stature, black in complexion,
and ill-looking, presenting strong ap-
earances of wretchedness and squa-
id poverty. The latter are stout
and handsome, with hooked noses
and Jewish features, haughty in their
manners and indolent, and almost
continually intoxicated with opium.
The stock of the country consists
of bullocks and camels, which last
are numerous, and sometimes used in
the plough. Of the wild animals
the desert rat is most numerous, and
in shape greatly resembles a squirrel.
Foxes of small sizes and different
colours also abound. Antelopes are
found in some parts, and also the
goorkhur, or wild ass, mentioned in
the book of Job. This quadruped
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more resembles a nmule than an ass,
and is remarkable for its shyness and
speed,. At a kind of shuffling trot,
peculiar to itself, it will leave the
fleetest horse behind.

This province is remarkable as
being nearly destitute of rivers, ex-
cept in the southern extremity, al-
though the natives have traditions of
streams that formerly traversed par-
ticular parts of it, but of which even
the traces have long disappeared.
In the more hilly parts of the south
some mountain streams descend, but
are unable to overcome the arid na-
ture of the desert, and it would re-
quire infinite labour and a dense po-
pulation to conduct canals from the
rivers of the Punjab in Lahore. Ex-
cept in the hilly districts, also, trees are
little seen, though much wanted to
shade the parched inhabitants: the
consequence is that timber for build-
ing purposes is extremely scarce,
the nearest supply being procured
from Agra.
rally built of a coarse stone brought
from the adjacent hills, and even the
roofs are usually of the same mate-
rial. When of thatch, twisted grass
is very often substituted for rafters.
In the southern quarter nature has
been less severe, as there the Chum-
bul, Calysind, and Banass, water a
portion of Rajpootana, which alsoin
different spots presents something
like an appearance of verdure. The
soil of the whole province is remark-
ably saline, containing many salt
springs and lakes, such as that of
Sambher, and generating nitre spon-
taneously. The water of a large pro-

ortion of the wells is also more or

ess brackish. Notwithstanding the
combination of so many circum-
stances adverse to the agriculture of
this province, it has been remarked,
that in ordinary years there is not
more variation in the price of grain
through Ajmeer from December to
December, than in the green and fer-
tile province of Bengal, where al-
ways before harvest, grain rises to a
pitch exceedingly distressing to the
poor. Yet in the more sterile parts
of Rajpootana there is only one crop

The villages are gene--
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annually. Towards the south large
tracts occur that are wholly of a
mountainous character, such as sec-
tions of Mewar and Jeypoor (or
Dhoomdar), and elsewhere to the
east. Between Marwar and Mewar
peaks and mountains occur more than
2,000 feet above the level of the
sea, and towards its western boun-
dary the mountains of Aboo are sup-
posed to rise (for they have not yet
been measured) to treble that height.
The three grand divisions of Raj-
pootana are, 1lst. Odeypoor, named
also Mewar, and its princes in his-
tory the Ranas of Chitore; 2d. Joud-
poor, named also Marwar, and its
sovereign occasionally described as
the Rhatore Raja, being of that
tribe; 3dly. Jeypoor, Jyenagur, or
Ambher, three names of one state.
These appear to have been the ori.
inal Rajpoot states, the others hav-~
ing been formed from the dismember-
ment of territories from the domi-
nions of these three : but in the latter
days must be added the Rajas of
Jesselmere and Bicanere, and the
chiefs of Kotah, Boondee, and Bans-
wara. Under these heads respec-
tively, and of the other modern terri-
torial subdivisions, further topographi-
cal details will be found, it being in-
tended here only to exhibit a general
view of the province. Besides these
native chiefs, various portions of
Rajpootana were until lately possess-
ed by intruders, such as Sindia and
Holkar, to the first of whom the city
of Ajmeer and the forty-six surround-
ing pergunnahs belonged, and to the
second the district of Tonk Ram-
poora, now possessed by Ameer
Khan. On the south-eastern quarter
are the principalities of Kotah, Boon-
dee, and other Rajpoot states, for-
merly tributary to Dowlet Row Sin-
dia; and from the whole province of
Rajpootana, owing to the discord of
their chiefs, every freebooter who
could muster sufficient force was long
accustomed to levy occasional contri-
butions. The ancient Rajpoot families
that have exercised power and stand
first in reputation are the following :
The Sesodiyas...... of Odeypoor.
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The Rhatores ......... Joudpoor.
Kutchwas ...... Jeypoor.
Chowhans ...... the Rajas of

Kotah and Boondee spring from the
Hara, a branch of the Chowhans.

The constitution of these coun-
tries resembles the feudal system,
each district, ::iov‘v)n, and ev§n fv:'ill dl;,
being governed by petty chiefs, dig-
niﬁetgigwith the titlg of thakoor or
Jord, who frequently yield but a no-
minal obedience to the person who
has the reputation of being their
sovereign or superior. The land
rents are very low, but every village
is obliged to furnish a certain num-
ber of horsemen at the shortest no-
ticee. The Rajpoots are hardy and
brave, and extremely attached to
their respective chiefs. They are
also much addicted to the use of
opium, this deleterious drug being
produced by them on all occasions,
and presented to visitors as betel is
in other parts of India. They are
usually divided into two great tribes,
the Rhatores and the Chohan Seeso-
dya Rajpoots. Respecting the num-
ber of inhabitants, but a very vague
conjecture can be hazarded, the ex-
tent of country not absolutely de-
sert or uninhabited being so enor-
mous. By comparing, however, the
area of t{e province with that of
others similarly situated, the popu-
lation of which has been better esta-
blished, there is great reason to be-
lieve the whole does not much ex-
ceed four millions of souls, in the
proportion of one Mahomedan to
ten Hindoos, The principal towns
are Jeypoor, Joudpoor, Odeypoor,
Ajmeer, Neemutch, Kotah, Boondee.
Chitore, Shapoorah, Bicanere, and
Jesselmere.

Although Rajpootana is central to
Hindostan, and its eastern frontier
be within ninety miles of Delhi, it
never was thoroughly subdued either
by the Patan or Mogul dynasties.
Rajas of Ajmeer are mentioned by
Ferishta so early as A.D. 1008, at
which period they joined a combina-
tion of Hindoo princes against Mah-
mood of Ghizni, and in 1193 it was
conquered, or rather overrun, by Ma-
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homed the first Gauride sovereign of
India. After this date it continued
tributary to the throne of Delhi, and
on account of the rebellious conduct
of its chiefs was frequently invaded
by the emperors, who repeatedly
took and destroyed all their capital
towns. The province notwithstand-
ing never became a regularly orga-
nized possession like Delhi, ,and
many other countries much more re-
mote from the seat of government,
but remained in a sort of half inde-
pendent condition, paying a tribute,
and furnishing the imperial armies
with a certain number of Rajpoot
mercenaries, who were always held
in high estimation for their bravery
and fidelity, and served as a counter-
poise to the Mogul and Afghan sol-
diery.

After the death of Aurungzebe in
1707, and the dissolution of the Mo-
gul empire which ensued, it conti-
nued under a nominal subjection to
the Delhi throne until about A.D.
1748, when total independence was
assumed by its chiefs and princes.
The interval elapsed since then has
been occupied by internal warfare,
and by invasions of the Maharattas
and other hordes of plunderers.
During the latter part of the reign of
Madhajee Sindia,and the commence-
ment of that of his nephew Dowlet
Row, they were near being com-
pletely subdued by the disciplined
infantry under Generals de Boigne and
Perron, in the pay of these two
chiefs, They were relieved from
their apprehensions of impending
subjugation by the depression, in
1803, of their grand oppressor Dow-
let Row Sindia, whose means of in-
flicting evil were greatly curtailed b
the war which he then undertoo
against the British government.

The Raja of Bicanere is probably
the least important of the five princes
of Rajpootana. Those of Joudpoor
and Jeypoor are at the head of con-
siderable states, and the reduced con-
dition of the Odeypoor Raja is kept
from total insignificance by his high
rank, and the respect paid to him as
the purest of the Rajpoot race. In



AJMEER.

1807 a contest arose between the
Rajas of Jeypoor and Joudpoor, each
pretending to the honour of marry-
ing the daaughter of this high-born
chieftain, and in the mean time al-
lowing their dominions to be ra-
vaged by Ameer Khan, Holkar and
‘Sindia, who pretended to espouse
the cause of each respectively, and
in reality plundered both. In fact,
for many years this large province
was so unceasingly harassed and de-
vastated by these depredators, that
every one of the Rajpoot chiefs re-
peatedly begged and entreated to be
admitted into a federal union with
the British government, offering in
some cases half their dominions for
protection to the remainder ; but the
non-interfering system adopted by
the latter did not permit of these
overtures being accepted. A distinct
perception of the misery they had
suffered, was the sole motive which
induced these proud and turbulent
tribes so long and so unsuccessfully
to seek a connexion with the British
nation. This was at length conceded
in 1818, when they were admitted
into the general federation, by the
conditions of which, mutual support
in the field was plighted, whi[’e by
the same instrument the feudal states
(each equal and independent) are
withheld from disturbing the general
tranquillity by attacking each other.
Their political differences are in fu-
ture to be submitted to the arbitra-
tion of the British government, which
averts the necessity of resorting to
the sword on petty points of ho-
nour, heretofore rendered inevitable
by the prejudices of the country.
Where the government was exercised
with any kind of efficiency, there was
no difficnlty in settling the terms,
which were to pay the tribute de-
mandable by the Patans or Maha-
rattas into the British treasury at
Delhi, which would account for the
amount to the respective parties.
The great mass of the cultivators were
highly pleased with these arrange-
ments, and the prospect of future
safety which it afforded them; but
some of the old thakoors, and higher
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classes of nobility, were not equally
satisfied with the change, as under
the prior anarchy they were fast esta-
blishing a species of independence in
their respective jaghires, which they
were compelled to relinquish.

It was an important part of the
original plan, not hastily to urge the
whole mass of military adventurers
to despair, by depriving them at once
of their accustomed means of subsis-
tence; accordingly Sir David Och-
terlony made the tender of service to
eight of the best Patan battalions
and to about 3,000 horse. The first,
after pensioning off the superior na-
tive officers, were formed into four
battalions for provincial duties,two of
which were sent to the Delhi pro-
vince, and the other two retained
in Rajpootana, British officers being
appointed to command the whole.
The horse were formed into risallas
of 500 each, and as only the best
were taken, rendered good service.
In this manner was the destruction
of the predatory Patan power, which
had been expected to require the
greatest exertion of military re-
sources, wholly accomplished by the
extraordinary address with which Sir
D. Ochterlony combined negotiation
with skilful military movements.

By these arrangements the Rajpoot
states were entirely liberated from
Mabharatta interference, and placed
under General Ochterlony as resi-
dent and commander of the forces
in Rajpootana, where cantonments
have been formed at Neemutch and
Nusserabad, near the city of Ajmeer,
which, along with the pergunnahs
adjacent, was received from Sindia
in exchange for a portion of the
Peshwa’s territories in Malwa. ‘Since
that event multitudes of people have
emerged from the hills and fastnesses,
where they had sought refuge, and
have again occupied their ancient
and long-deserted villages. In no
part of Hindostan has the British
regime had the advantage of so fa-
vourable a contrast with that which
it supplanted as in Rajpootana, the
transition having been so sudden, and
no where are the peasantry so uni-
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versally sensible of the great improve-
ment in their condition which has
taken place. Security and comfort
are now established, where misery
and terror before existed, and the
ploughshare is again in peace turning
up a soil, which for many seasons
had never been stirred except by the
hoofs of predatory cavalry. But
although the Rajpoot states, by the
recent course of events, have gained
deliverance from an oppression more
systematic and brutal, than perhaps
ever before trampled on humanity, it
is not to be expected they will all at
once abandon their irregular habits,
or that tribes, who according to their
own notions were created for the ex-
press purpose of fighting, will so
suddenfy cﬂange their natures as not
to require the frequent interference
of the British, and their military
coercion,— ( Elphinstone, Metcalfe,
Marquis of Hastings, Prinsep, Ful-
larton, &c.)

Ayueer (Ajamer, from Aja, a
goat, and meru, the sacred mountain
at the North Pole)—A city in the
province of Ajmeer, of which it was
the former capital, lat. 26° 31’N.,
lon. 74° 28’ E., eighty miles W.S. W,
from Jeypoor. It stands at the bot-
tom of a hill, the summit of which,
named Taraghur, is fortified, and
was formerly considered impregnable
to open force. In 1819 the in-
terior was very ruinous, owing to its
long misgovernment, but the inha-
bitants were again collecting from
various q